





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 80, Issue 8 
	Termination of complex partial status epilepticus by intravenous levetiracetam


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Short report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Termination of complex partial status epilepticus by intravenous levetiracetam
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	A Schulze-Bonhage, 
	S Hefft, 
	B Oehl

	          
Epilepsy Centre, University Hospital Freiburg, Freiburg, Germany
        

	Dr A Schulze-Bonhage, Epilepsy Centre, Neurocentre, University Hospital Freiburg, Breisacher Str 64, D-79106 Freiburg, Germany; andreas.schulze-bonhage{at}uniklinik-freiburg.de




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp.2006.113951

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Complex partial status epilepticus is a non-convulsive state of persistent behavioural change from baseline functioning, with continuous or intermittent ictal epileptic EEG discharges.1–3 Although relatively common, it is often difficult to diagnose. Treatment with widely available antiepileptic drugs is of limited success and can have relevant side effects.1 4 Here we report the use of a newly released intravenous formula of levetiracetam in a patient who, despite intravenous loading with phenytoin and oral administration of lorazepam, developed complex partial status epilepticus following a series of generalised tonic–clonic seizures. Video EEG monitoring showed resolution of mental clouding and a reduction in ictal EEG patterns within 35 min of administration of levetiracetam.

CASE REPORT
Patient history
This 29-year-old female patient suffered from cryptogenic focal epilepsy since the age of 11 years. No typical risk factors for the development of epilepsy were present. In particular, there was no evidence of birth related injury, or neonatal or febrile convulsions. Her psychosocial, motor and cognitive development was normal until the onset of epilepsy and concomitant mental retardation. Seizures had been refractory to treatment with primidone, phenytoin, phenytouride, sultiam, topiramate, carbamazepine, oxcarbazepine, lamotrigine, zonisamide, pregabalin and valproate. Seizure types were complex partial seizures as well as tonic and generalised tonic–clonic seizures. Earlier oral treatment with valproic acid resulted … 
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