





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 81, Issue 11 
	POI06 Rituximab in neuropsychiatric systemic lupus erythematosus: a retrospective study of the Cambridge experience


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    ABN Abstracts


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      POI06 Rituximab in neuropsychiatric systemic lupus erythematosus: a retrospective study of the Cambridge experience
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	M Zandi1,2, 
	F Catapano1,2, 
	S Burns1,2, 
	F C Hall1,2, 
	K G C Smith1,2, 
	D R W Jayne1,2, 
	A J Coles1,2

	1University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

	2UCL Institute of Neurology, London, UK


	Correspondence to msz20{at}cam.ac.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
The monoclonal B cell depleting antibody, rituximab, has shown promise in open-label studies of refractory neuropsychiatric (NP) lupus. Here, we show our tertiary referral centre experience in patients with CNS syndromes probably causally related to active SLE, and in those with past CNS symptoms treated for non-NP SLE. Consensus criteria proposed by Hanly et al (Arth Rheum 2007) were used to classify patients into those likely to have attributable disease or not. Some patients have been previously reported (Smith et al Arth Rheum 2006). Four patients received rituximab for CNS symptoms attributable to active lupus (two psychosis, one neuropsychiatric syndrome, one neuromyelitis optica). The baseline clinical, imaging and laboratory features, clinical responses and adverse events are reported. A summary is provided of our other patients given rituximab for active non-NP SLE, with previous possible attributable NP disease, including anti-phospholipid syndrome. All patients had other organ disease, received prior and concomitant immunotherapy, and most were retreated. Rituximab appears effective with attributable disease and limited prior damage, with limited effect on symptoms due to static deficits. A randomised, double-blind placebo-controlled trial of rituximab, in patients with early attributable disease and limited established damage, is required. There is also a need to study the natural history of NP involvement in SLE and discover and develop biomarkers to aid attribution.
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