





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 85, Issue 8 
	Don't know what they are, but treatable? Therapies for conversion disorders


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial commentary


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Don't know what they are, but treatable? Therapies for conversion disorders
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Hugh Rickards1, 
	Jonathan Silver2

	
1Department of Neuropsychiatry, National Centre for Mental Health Birmingham, Birmingham, UK

	
2New York University School of Medicine, New York, New York, USA


	Correspondence to
 Dr Hugh Rickards, Department of Neuropsychiatry, National Centre for Mental Health Birmingham, 25 Vincent Drive, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2FG, UK; hugh.rickards{at}bsmhft.nhs.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp-2013-306061

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Neuropsychiatry



The language to describe functional neurological symptoms has changed, especially in the last 100 years, but the problem itself dates from antiquity. Recent work has demonstrated that patients with this group of conditions form a significant minority of neurologists’ caseload and that they do badly on the whole,1 which highlights the need for effective treatments. However, decent therapies require good knowledge of mechanism of the illness and this is currently not the case. Although tests, such as Hoover's sign and the entrainment test have helped us to make positive diagnoses of conversion, there are few other reasons to believe that all patients falling under the rubric of ‘functional neurological symptoms’ are suffering from the same illness. The only things they have in common are that they lack the features of currently accepted ‘organic’ disease, that disability has arisen as a result of a presumed problem with higher mental function, whatever that may be, and that the categories are fairly stable over time.2 … 
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