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    	DEMENTIA

Dementia, dementia, every day dementia seems to feature in the UK media. What to do to avoid it, what not to do to avoid it which sometimes seems to be the same thing, how to cope with it when you get it, how to cope with others who have it and—occasionally—who should not be driving. A recent letter writer to the Guardian newspaper suggested ‘Any driver over 70, and many other younger ones, who have some relevant medical problem, need to be independently assessed at regular intervals’. A ludicrous suggestion. Alzheimer's Research UK reckons there are 830 000 people with dementia in the country. Assuming at least half of them are too old or in care homes, or are clearly too demented to drive, and that the incidence might be at least one-tenth of the prevalence, there are likely to be maybe 40 000 new cases a year, by definition in the early stages and who might want to continue driving. Therefore, each of the 17 UK driving assessment centres would have to examine about nine people a day in year one, more when the re-examinations came round. There is only one centre for the whole of Scotland; assessing a dementia referral takes them 2–3 h, including a 14-mile road test and so only about three drivers a day can be handled by one … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Competing interests CW was Chairman of the Medical Advisory Neurology Panel to the Department of Transport, 2004–2009.

	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Cognitive neurologyThe neural correlates of road sign knowledge and route learning in semantic dementia and Alzheimer's disease

S Luzzi
V Cafazzo
A Damora
K Fabi
F M Fringuelli
G Ascoli
M Silvestrini
L Provinciali
C Reverberi


Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry 2014; 86 595-602   Published Online First:  22 Dec 2014. doi: 10.1136/jnnp-2014-309477 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Image quiz
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-330XPrint ISSN: 0022-3050

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


