





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	JNNP 100
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 87, Issue 12 
	THE BENEFICIAL EFFECT OF COMBINING NEUROLOGY AND STROKE SERVICES


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    ABN Abstracts 2016
ABN Annual Meeting, 17–19 May 2016, The Brighton Centre, Brighton


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    231


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      THE BENEFICIAL EFFECT OF COMBINING NEUROLOGY AND STROKE SERVICES
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Gillian Ingram1, 
	Tom Hughes2

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1
Royal Gwent Hospital


	[bookmark: aff-2]
2
Cardiff and Vale University Health Board






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Introduction Outcomes in acute stroke, and its mimics, are time dependent. Accurate and rapid diagnosis of all patients presenting to a stroke service is essential.

Methods Prospective data regarding diagnosis and management of patients admitted to a tertiary referral hospital with a provisional diagnosis of stroke were collected over a 1 month period by a neurology registrar.

Results 65 patients were seen during 17 working days; 37 were referred and 28 proactively retrieved. After neurology review the provisional diagnosis of stroke was revised in 60%. The most common alternative diagnoses (in order of frequency) were infection, functional disease, migraine, seizures, spinal cord pathology and peripheral vestibular disease. 27 of the patients (42%) were discharged the same day. The remainder were admitted to stroke (17), medical (11) surgical (1) and neurology (2) wards.

Conclusion We demonstrated that patients presenting with acute neurological symptoms may benefit from early review by a neurology specialist doctor. Rapid and accurate identification and treatment of patients with stroke and non-stroke diagnoses, which are often eminently treatable, ensures that both groups receive the correct treatment and that unnecessary medication and admission is avoided.
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