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Introduction
The ‘split-hand syndrome’1 2 is well known as a characteristic sign of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), which means that the first dorsal interosseous (FDI) and the abductor pollicis brevis (APB) muscles are preferentially affected in patients with ALS, with relative sparing of the abductor digiti minimi (ADM) muscle. The ‘split-hand plus sign’ has been also reported, in which the flexor pollicis longus (FPL) muscle is preserved compared with APB.3 The first author found another clinical sign of selective involvement in ALS, the ‘split-finger syndrome’. This means that the first flexor digitorum profundus (FDP1) muscle, that is, FDP to the index finger, is more severely affected than the fourth flexor digitorum profundus (FDP4) muscle, FDP to the little finger. We documented this feature by a retrospective study, comparing its sensitivity with the split-hand and split-hand plus syndromes.

Methods
Subjects were enrolled from our Electromyography (EMG) database from 2015 to 2018. Patients having the diagnosis with ALS were extracted and their clinical and EMG records were reviewed. The inclusion criteria were as follows: (1) the patient was diagnosed with ALS at our initial evaluation from clinical and EMG findings; (2) Medical Research Council (MRC) scales of FDP1, FDP4, FDI, APB, ADM and FPL were evaluated by the first author (MS); (3) follow-up information confirmed the diagnosis of ALS by the attainment of endpoints (death, artificial ventilation, tracheostomy or gastrostomy) or definite relentless progression that could not be explained by other reasons. Patients whose final diagnosis proved to … 
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