
BOOK REVIEWS
DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

W. Russell Brain
(London. Oxford University Press. 1947. Third

edition. Pp. 937; 79 illustrations. 37s. 6d.)
This is the most comprehensive textbook of neurology

in current publication from the pen of an English author,
and it has already proved its value to the student and
practitioner. Many additions have been made in this
new edition, particularly with regard to nutritional
disorders, the use of penicillin, prolapsed intervertebral
disc, nerve injuries, and traumatic paraplegia.

It is disappointing to find little reference to recent
advances in neuro-anatomy and physiology which add
much to the students' interest in current neurological
topics. It may also be suggested that the sections on
shoulder girdle neuritis and Bornholm's disease are
inadequate to the practitioner seeking advice on these
conditions. The method given for treatment of status
epilepticus does not stop the convulsions in many cases,
and the urgent need to control the fits quickly is not
sufficiently stressed. However, the student and practi-
tioner will generally find all the information he requires
in this book.
One cannot but admire the patient collection of facts

gathered in a textbook of this kind, and yet it seems
regrettable that the author does not make more effort to
inspire his readers with the enthusiastic interest in
neurology which the author himself possesses.
LA LIPOMATOSE CIRCONSCRITE MULTIPLE

Knud H. Krabbe and Erik D. Bartels
(Copenhagen. Einar Munksgaard. Pp. 123. No price

given.)
Multiple circumscribed lipomatosis is a disorder

characterized by the presence of small lipomata on the
forearms, on the arms and thighs, and occasionally on
the abdomen. Each tumour is smaller than a walnut,
rounded, somewhat flattened ; it consists of fat, and is
divided by septa of connective tissue, which may cause
lobulation; the tumours may be oblong, with the long
axis in the long axis of the limb. The authors reckon
that the disorder occurs in 5 per 1,000 of the population ;
in their 42 patients 37 were male and 5 female ; whereas
single lipomata occur more commonly in females.
The tumours were found on rputine examination, and
were symptomless.
A curious feature of the disorder is that it progresses

only for a certain time-usually about 2 years-and then
becomes stationary; in some cases the tumours have
retrogressed and they have been known to disappear.
They come on typically between the ages of 35 and 45,
The disorder is distinguished clinically from multiple
neurofibromatosis by the lack of multiple cutaneous
papules, caf6-au-lait plaques, and telangiectases, which.
according to the authors, are rarely absent from neuro-
fibromatosis; also the tumours of multiple neuro-
fibromatosis are firmer and more firmly attached to the
skin.
A knowledge of the disease, clearly important to the

neurologist, is provided at perhaps unnecessary length
in this work.

PHYSICAL TREATMENT OF INJURIES OF THE
BRAIN AND ALLIED NERVOUS DISORDERS

K. M. Hem
(London. Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. Pp. 96+vii

34 illustrations. 10s. 6d. net.)
Graduated physical training is perhaps the most

important aspect of treatment during convalescence after
head injury, whether or not there is any resulting para-
lysis. Miss Hern's success in handling these cases is
well known to many British neurologists, and her book
will be welcomed by those who realize the importance
of physical re-education both after closed head injury
and after brain injury causing hemiplegia or other motor
disorder. The book is clearly written and well illus-
trated, and there is a foreword by Sir Charles Symonds.

CHILD PSYCHOLOGY
Arthur T. Jersild

(London, New York, and Toronto. Staples, Press Ltd.
1947. Pp. 623+xii. Price 30s.)

This is a good textbook on the normal psychology of
children. The subject is developed from the beginnings
of behaviour through motor development, social
behaviour, feeling and emotion, language development.
the growth of understanding, make-believe and imagin-
ative activities, ideas on morals and religion, children's
interests, the growth and prediction of intelligence, to
personality and the problems of adjustment. A con-
siderable amount of factual material, provided in the
form of tables, is discussed in an interesting and balanced
way. Recent research is adequately covered.
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