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The Parietal Lobes. By Macdonald Critchley. (Pp.480;
139 figures. 70s.) London: Edward Arnold. 1953.

In this book of some 500 pages Dr. Critchley reviews
the functions of those parts of the post-Rolandic cortex
which are called by anatomical convention the parietal
lobes. The book is concerned mainly with the clinical
symptoms arising from parietal lesions. However, the
author manages in brief introductory chapters to mention
such anatomical and physiological considerations as the
phylogenetic development of the sensory cortex, the
cyto-architecture and blood supply of the region, the
marked functional interdependence of the parietal
cortex and thalamic nuclei, and even the evidence, from
the study of fossil bones, for hemisphere dominance
and the development of speech in prehistoric man !
Amongst clinical syndromes tactile changes are con-

sidered in detail. On the motor side ataxia, apraxia,
and the loss of muscle bulk seen after parietal lesions are
discussed, though no mention is made of the transient
paralysis that sometimes follows wounds in this situation.
Chapters are devoted to constructional apraxia, the
body image, visual defects, disorders of spatial thought
and language and symbolic thought, Some cases,
presumably considered of critical importance, are
given in great detail. At times, however, this profession
seems rather unbalanced. Thus, nearly four pages are
devoted to listing varieties of cortical blindness, although,
owing to lack of necropsy studies, as the author says
at the end, " The cause of such phenomena is con-
jectural." Again, discussion of visual agnosia is based
largely on a case in the literature in which recent examina-
tion has cast serious doubt on the bona fides of his
elaborate symptoms: and the lengthy arguments,
drawn mainly from the German literature, as to whether
visual object agnosia exists, become more metaphysical
than neurological. Quotation of the literature is lavish,
but seems at times to replace critical assessment and the
expression of the author's own considered views.
Nevertheless, the work is a monument of industry-
the bibliography listing no less than 1,093 references.
It will be a valuable source-book to all neurologists.

An Atlas of Skull Roentgenograms. By Bernard S.
Epstein and Leo M. Davidoff. (Pp. 415; 603 illustra-
tions on 315 engravings. £5 10s.) London: Henry
Kimpton. 1953.
No one bony structure in the body shows such a great

variety of radiographic changes as the skull. Not only
are the pathological lesions very diverse, but the normal
pattern varies tremendously from case to case and from
infancy to senility. The authors must be praised for
including so many " normals " in their 450 odd illustra-

tions, and much benefit can be derived by studying this
part of the atlas alone.
About one-fifth of the book concerns the normal

skull. The other aspects are treated in the classical
fashion - congenital anomalies, trauma, infection,
tumours, and non-neoplastic diseases, many of the last
group being miscellaneous. It is perhaps disappointing
that two such respected authors do not give figures
gathered from their own vast experience, being content
to quote figures of others working in the same field. In
the chapter on meningiomas they say that characteristic
changes may be observed in the plain films, variously
estimated between 50 and 75%, but their consideration of
this extremely important subject is disappointing.
The reviewer was glad to find no illustration of a

calcified tuberculoma, which is nowadays extremely
rare. In this context more emphasis might have been
given to the great difficulty of making an accurate
pathological diagnosis of an intracranial calcification.
The many illustrations are well chosen but some of

the reproductions come from underpenetrated films
which makes it very difficult to see the lesion.

Sacral Nerve-Root Cysts. By I. M. Tarlov. (Pp. 126;
65 figures. 47s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1953.
The author describes cysts on the sacral nerve roots

in 10 necropsy cases, and he has collected from his own
and others' experience 10 cases found at operation.
These cysts develop in the perineural space between the
endoneurium and the perineurium, and occur where the
dorsal root enters the ganglion. Unless they are unusually
large they remain hidden under the posterior sacral arch,
and if this is not removed they are missed both at
operation and at necropsy. The author believes that they
are relatively common and that their protected position
has prevented them from being recognized in the past.
The clinical picture is very similar to that of sciatica,

but in addition there may be involvement of sacral or
coccygeal nerves with paraesthesiae of the penis or
vagina, urinary or sexual disturbance, and sensory
changes over the buttocks and perineum. The cerebro-
spinal fluid often contains excess protein, and there is
sometimes thinning of the sacral arch, visible radio-
logically. Myelograms are usually normal, but the author
has demonstrated a cyst by an epidural injection of
"pantopaque."
Treatment by excision, when this is technically

possible, gives good results. The author hopes that this
book will enable sacral cysts to be recognized more
frequently.
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Diseases of Muscle. By Raymond D. Adams, D.
Denny-Brown, and Carl M. Pearson. (Pp. 556; 347
figures. 118s. 6d.) London: Cassell. 1953.
This book is an important addition to medical litera-

ture which will be particularly valued by neurologists
who have perforce to pay attention to muscle diseases in
connexion with the assessment of disorders of motility.
The combined knowledge of the authors regarding the
experimental, the clinical, and the pathological aspects
of muscle disorder leads to an exceptionally valuable
correlation of the various ways in which experiment,
clinical study, and histology have advanced knowledge
of muscle. Ihe authors bring out many gaps in know-
ledge which still exist, and the clear statement of what
is known and not known will stimulate work on relatively
neglected aspects of muscle physiology and pathology.

All neurologists should study this book.

Pictorial Introduction to Neurological Surgery. By
G. F. Rowbotham and D. P. Hammersley. (Pp. 108;
81 figures. 21s.). Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
1953.

This book is not meant to be comprehensive. It
deals with intracranial neurosurgery, particularly trau-
matic, but as it is intended for the surgeon without
formal neurosurgical training who may occasionally
have to enter this field, more practical detail of technique
and diagnosis might have been added. Thus the strength
of the local analgesic solution and the recommended
adrenalin content should be mentioned, especially as
fairly copious injections may be needed. The general
surgeon is likely to meet middle meningeal haemorrhage
as an emergency, but here there is no mention of the
value of local injury and oedema of the scalp or x rays
in its diagnosis, while reference to spinal drainage in
a suspected case (p. 54) might prudently be omitted,
for the dangers are clearly recognized 10 pages later.
Many think it unnecessary to drain sterile subarachnoid
and subdural effusions with tubes, and this should
probably be avoided by the occasional neurosurgeon
for fear of infection. Nor need he irritate himself
by trying to suture a dural graft of fascia as this will
adhere satisfactorily by surface tension alone. The
rationale of bleeding the patient to lower the blood
pressure in cases of torn dural sinuses is not clear.
Lastly, there is hardly a word about drugs in the preven-
tion and treatment of osteomyelitis of the skull, a
matter of especial importance for those not working
with full neurosurgical technique.
However, many will find this handsome little book

useful. The illustrations are accurate and concise, and
the whole production is a pleasure to the eye. The
price, by modern standards, is very reasonable.

Sympathikus-Chirurgie. By P. Sunder-Plassman.
(Pp. 162; 146 illustrations. DM. 54.-) Stuttgart:
Georg Thieme Verlag. 1953.
The knowledge of sympathetic surgery has increased

immeasurably in the last 25 years, and in this book
Professor Sunder-Plassman gives a most comprehensive
account of its present state in Germany.

A large part of the work is devoted to the details of
neuro-histology and pathology, which are not readily
available in other surgical textbooks and provide the
background for the use of sympathetic blocks and
operations in a wide variety of conditions. The tech-
niques used are well described and illustrated, and the
failures, dangers, and accidents of sympathetic surgery
are set forth. A full description of Thiermann's operation
for resection of the nervi erigentes brings to notice an
operation which might well be better known and more
often practised in this country.
The value of sympathectomy is discussed in organic

arterial disease of the brain and limbs, arterial embolism,
Raynaud's disease, Sudeck's bone atrophy, and also
regarding the problem of relief of pain and its causalgia.
The author advocates sympathectomy for certain cases
of cardiospasm, megacolon, and mega-ureter.
One wishes that the section on hypertension had been

rather more detailed. Indeed, it is given little more space
than that on glomus tumours. The writer has a preference
for Peet's supradiaphragmatic operation for hyper-
tension.

This book is essentially a description of the author's
personal experiences and preferences in sympathetic
surgery, and stands on its own without recourse to the
literature or the work ofmany other surgeons in the same
field. Such monographs are of value in provoking
thought and suggesting new methods. The conclusions in
this volume, however, would have been strengthened by
a statistical analysis of cases treated, and its wealth of
information would be more readily available had there
been an index.

Leitfaden der Neurologie. By F. Laubenthal. (Pp.
291 ; 88 illustrations. DM. 28.-.) Stuttgart: Georg
Thieme Verlag. 1953.

This short outline of neurology presumably has an
established public in Germany, as this is the fifth edition
since 1941. It covers the field as adequately as most
small textbooks, making no attempt to give references or
assess debatable points critically. Unlike the majority
of German post-war neurological texts it is fairly up to
date in references to treatment: though perhaps the
statement under tuberculous meningitis, " streptomycin
stands in the forefront of treatment at present ", is
unduly brief. Changing views on diagnosis in the
English and American literature, such as cervical
spondylosis as a cause of spastic paraplegia or the
primary importance of intervertebral disc protrusions as
a cause of the lumbago-sciatica syndrome, are not
represented.
The book will have a value for English readers as

representing current neurological teaching in Germany.
Its price is unusually moderate.

The Founders ofNeurology. Edited by Webb Haymaker
(Pp. 479; illustrated. 75s. 6d.) Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1953.

This book was prepared by the U.S. Army Medical
Library and the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology
for presentation to the Fourth International Neuro-
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logical Congress which met in Paris in 1949. It contains
biographical sketches of 133 people who were considered
by a committee of the American Neurological Associa-
tion to have contributed most to neurology in the past
century. Anatomists, physiologists, pathologists,
physicians, and surgeons are each grouped together.
Neurologists living at the time of writing were specifically
excluded, which accounts for apparently strange omis-
sions like that of Sherrington.
The book will make entertaining bed-side reading

for all those interested in neurology and personalities.
Neurologists seem on the whole to be a long-lived race,

often with a gratifyingly wide range of interests outside
their own subjects. Personal idiosyncrasies also seem

to loom as large here as in the rest of humanity. Perhaps
Hughlings Jackson could be described as ". . . serious
and hobbyless"; but the possibly apocryphal story
of his addiction to " penny dreadfuls " which he would
tear apart for ease of bestowal in his pockets will bear
repetition and add colour to Dr. Lennox's rather grey

picture.
It may surprise some English readers to find a work

of this sort emanating from the American Army Library,
and to know that this library's bibliographical facilities
are at least as great as those of the B.M.A. Library and
the R.S.M. combined ! It is timely to be reminded of its
importance for medical reference throughout the world
because there have recently been decisions to curtail
its facilities on the grounds of expense.

Foundations of Neuropsychiatry. By Stanley Cobb.
5th ed. (Pp. x + 287; 15 figures. 24s.) London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1952.
The latest edition of this well known work has been

rewritten to a material extent in order to make room

for many advances in neurology and psychiatry. There
is a new first chapter on general neurophysiology, and
new sections have been added to other chapters on such
subjects as emotional reactions in relation to the auto-
nomic nervous system and functional localization in the
cerebral cortex. Professor Cobb's approach, which is
that of simplifying the presentation as far as possible
while making due allowance for the complexity and the
variety of the themes which must be covered, is very

appropriate to the purpose of teaching, and is especially
successful in the earlier half of the book in which neuro-

physiological aspects are dealt with. Generations of
students must have found it of value.

Nevertheless the same simplifying technique is not so

successful when the borderlands of psychiatry are

encroached upon. The title of the book is, itself, an

optimistic indication of what is desired, and must indeed
be held desirable, rather than a measure of actual
attainment. This is not so much the author's fault as

due to the deficiencies of our knowledge and understand-
ing. To take an example, it is not as yet possible to
translate the Freudian concept of " repression " into
neurophysiological terms, and Professor Cobb does not
even attempt to do so. We are told that " the possibility
of bringing a repressed memory back to conscious

recognition is determined by the strength of the emotional
block that is causing the repression ". What is the
neurologist or the physiologist to make of a statement in
which the terms are undefined and, from the physio-
logical viewpoint, undefinable ? The explanation,
ignotum per ignotius, serves only to conceal from our-
selves that we are totally ignorant of what is happening
in the nervous system when clinical observations of a
certain kind are being made. Professor Cobb has built
a firm substructure of neurophysiology, but the psycho-
dynamic theories placed upon it rest there uneasily
without an organic connexion.
From the student's point of view a serious deficiency is

caused by the disproportion between the size of the work
and its scope. On many subjects, some of great and some
of lesser importance, the discussion has to be so com-
pressed by considerations of space that it is unilluminating
and superficial. Two pages can be spared, for instance,
to the whole enormous field of mental deficiency, and are
then spent in providing inadequate accounts of a few
syndromes. It would have been more profitable if less
effort had been given to making the work compendious,
and more to developing the aetiological concepts which
are the author's prime concern. Individual syndromes
could then have been used solely by way of illustration.

Conditioned Reflex Therapy. By Andrew Salter.
(Pp. x + 358; 20s.) London: George Allen and
Unwin. 1952.
The author is a practising psychotherapist in the U.S.A.,

and to provide himself with a working theory has thrown
over any and every form of psychoanalysis in favour of a
few simple concepts taken from the work of Pavlov:
conditioning, excitation, and inhibition. In his view all
the neurotic ills of man spring from inhibition, and are to
be cured by disinhibition and cultivation of an excitatory
response to life situations. This theme is illustrated agian
and again on a variety of case material, stuttering,
addictions, sexual neuroses, the case reports ending as a
rule with the cure of the patient. The style is vigorous to
the point of brutality: " We are meat in which habits
have taken up residence." Despite the oversimplifica-
tion to which the author is much addicted, he provides
examples of the practical application of concepts which,
however insufficient as a theoretical framework, are
still valid; and his book can be read with enjoyment.

Encyclopedia of Aberrations. A Psychiatric Handbook
edited by Edward Podolsky, with a Foreword by
Alexandra Adler. (Pp. 550; $10.-.) New York:
Philosophical Library. 1953.

This book is not an encyclopaedia in the usual sense.
Some important subjects such as delirium, delusion,
hebephrenia are omitted (or, if dealt with under other
headings, cannot readily be found since there is no index);
and some odd or trivial subjects are treated at length, so
that pages are devoted to " post-orgastic emptiness ",
". nun's melancholy ", "waking and sleeping, peculiar
intermediary state between ", and to the perversities of
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sexual appetite. Many of the articles are taken straight
from journals in which they had originally appeared.
The general tenor of the book is strongly psycho-
analytical.

BOOKS RECEIVED
(Review in a later issue is not precluded by notice here ofbooks

recently received.)

Corso de Psiquiatria. By Honorio Delgado. (Pp.
513.) Lima: Imprenta Santa Maria. 1953.

Comparative Psychology. Edited by Calvin P. Stone.
Third edition. (Pp. 525 ; illustrated. 50s.) London
Staples Press. 1953.

Psychotic and Neurotic Illnesses in Twins. By Eliot
Slater, with the assistance of James Shields. (Pp. 385.
$4.75.) M.R.C. Special Report Series No. 278,
H.M.S.O., London.

Nervous Transmission. By Ichiji Tasaki. (Pp. 164;
77 figures. 55s.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas; Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications.
953.

Pituitary Chromophobe Adenomas (Neurology, Meta-
bolism, Therapy). By John I. Nurnberger and Saul R.
Korey. (Pp. 282; 31 figures. $7.00.) New York:
Springer Publishing Company; London: Lange,
Maxwell & Springer. 1953.

Die Beusteilung der Zurechnungsfahigkeit. By Kurt
Schneider. (Pp. 36. DM. 2.70.) Stuttgart: Georg
Thieme Verlag. 1953.

Arzt und Neurose. By J. H. Schultz. (Pp. 107. DM.
8 40.) Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. 1953.

La Therapeutic par le Sommeil. (Physiopathologie-
Technique-Indications.) By J. M. Angel, in collaboration
with Francis Peillet; Foreword by P. P. Wertheimer.
(Pp. 152. Fr. frs. 820.-) Paris: Masson et Cie. 1953.

Introduction Historique Ai l'Etude des N6ologismes et
des Glossolalies en Psychopathologie. By Jean Bobon.
(Pp. 344. Fr. frs. 2,015.-) Paris: Masson et Cie.
1952.

M6ningite Tuberculeuse et Tuberculose Miliaire de
l'Enfant-Leur Traitement. By Robert Debreand H.-E.
Brissaud, in collaboration with J. Raynaud and others.
(Pp. 632; 237 figures. Fr. frs. 5,000.-) Paris: Masson
et Cie. 1953.

Neurochirurgie du Practitien. By E. Wolinetz; Fore-
word by A. Tournay. (Pp. 198; 62 figures. Fr.Fr.
1,200.-) Paris: Masson et Cie. 1953.

Die Neurologischen Syndrome bei lumbalen und
cervikalen Bandscheibenvorfallen. By F. Roeder. (Pp. 27;
12 figures. DM. 6.-) Gottingen: "Musterschmidt"
Wissenschaftlicher Verlag. 1952.

The Autonomic Nervous System, 4th ed. revised. By
Albert Kuntz. (Pp. 605; 94 figures. 80s.) London:
Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox. 1953.

Human Neuroanatomy, 3rd ed. By Oliver S. Strong
and Adolph Elwyn. (Pp. xii + 482; 357 figures.
57s. 6d.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1953.

Neurosenfrage, Ursachenbegriff und Rechtsprechung.
By W. Schellworth. (Pp. xvi + 98. DM. 9.-) Stuttgart:
Georg Thieme Verlag. 1953.

The Epileptic Cramp Attack as a Psychosomatic
Reaction: A Psychobiological Study. By Raf. Gordin.
(Pp. 167. Dan. Kr. 20.-) Copenhagen: Ejnar Munks-
gaard. 1953.

Diagnosis and Localization of Brain Tumours. By
George E. Moore. (Pp. xxiii + 217 + index; 66
figures, 6 colour plates. 75s. 6d.) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications; Springfield, Illinois: Charles C.
Thomas. 1953.

THE NOVEMBER (1953) ISSUE
The November (1953) issue contains the following papers

The Brain-stem Lesions in Parkinsonism. By J. G. Greenfield and Frances D. Bosanquet.
The Arnold-Chiari Malformation. Radiological Examination with the " Ziedses Des Plantes " Procedure. By H.

Verbiest.
Temporal Lobe Epilepsy with Personality and Behaviour Disorders Caused by an Unusual Calcifying Lesion. By

Murray A. Falconer and Desmond A. Pond, with pathological reports by A. Meyer and A. L. Woolf.
Spinal Pathways Subserving Defaecation and Sensation from the Lower Bowel. By P. W. Nathan and Marion C.

Smith.
Substances which Support Respiration and Metabolic Response to Electrical Impulses in Human Cerebral Tissues.

By H. McIlwain.
The Sex Ratio in Convulsive Disorders with a Note on Single-sex Sibships. By Christopher Ounsted.
Prognostic Factors in Electric Convulsive Therapy. By Robert F. Hobson.

A number of copies are still available and may be obtained from the Publishing Manager, British Medical
Association, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, price 12s. 6d.
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