
BOOK REVIEWS

Sigmund Freud: On Aphasia (Translation by E.
Stengel). (Pp. 105. 12s. 6d.) London: Imago Pub-
lishing Co. 1953.

This book was published in Vienna in 1891. This is
its first English translation, and Dr. Stengel is to be
congratulated on its clarity and lack of those verbal
asperities which so often mar translations of technical
monographs. The book is of historical interest as an
early work of the originator of psychoanalysis. It already
shows many aspects of the style that became familiar
in Freud's later psychoanalytic works-pleasing use of
language, the support of argument by analogy, and
consideration of all the logical implications of any
particular thesis. It was written at a time when the
immense possibilities of localization of cerebral function
were just being appreciated, but the author makes it
clear, by logical argument from clinical facts, that an
entirely anatomical approach to aphasia is not enough.
While giving due weight to factors of localization, he
pleads for a consideration of functional aspects also.
This approach gives the book a more than historical
value: indeed it reads-apart from occasional phrases
which date it-almost as if it were written a generation
after rather than before Head's magnum opus, and it is
surprising and interesting to learn that Head apparently
never read it.
As a review of the problems which are still integral

to the study of aphasia it will reward the attention
of neurologists, who will be glad to see that Hughlings
Jackson's genius was clearly appreciated by Freud.

Multiple Sclerosis. By Douglas McAlpine, Nigel D.
Compston, and Charles E. Lumsden. (Pp. viii + 304;
32 plates. 35s.) Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone.
1955.
This is an important addition to neurological literature.

A large part of the book consists of a careful clinical
study of over 1,000 cases of multiple sclerosis seen at
the Middlesex Hospital Neurological Department during
a period of 22 years. This contains much useful informa-
tion for the clinician and, for example, includes an
interesting study of the spread of plaques in the cervical
cord, and of the results of careful questioning with regard
to possible aetiological factors which seem to cause
relapses in the disease. Familial cases are carefully
reported. Prognosis as to disablement and life contain
useful figures but the sections on treatment are unfor-
tunately still vague and uncertain.
The chapters on pathology and the problems of

aetiology are quite outstanding, and are based on Dr.
Lumsden's important research work in this field. There
are no specific nerve cell changes, and many of these
are highly resistant to the effects of being in a plaque.

The peculiarity of the break-up of the myelin sheath
lies in its being confined to the area of plaque and seems
to depend on a process of erosion or lysis from the
outside of the plaque. It is not known whether a myelin
sheath can be restored when the axon remains intact.
Myelin sheaths are normally sheathed by the processes
of oligodendrocytes, but these latter cells disappear early
in the development of the plaque and are nowhere to
be seen within the outer edge of the area of demyelina-
tion. The lesion may possibly always start in relation
to a small blood vessel, but such relationship disappears
as the plaque increases in size. Plaques are hardly ever
completely quiescent for there is evidence of continued
activity at the periphery of even the most sclerotic lesion.

With regard to the "allergic" encephalopathies, the
disease differs from multiple sclerosis from start to finish.
Recent work has shown that there is a steady turnover
of myelin lipids and these are synthesized locally in the
brain. In the process of demyelination, therefore, the
local synthesis may be blocked, or the normal breakdown
may be abnormally rapid. Finally, as a fitting climax
to these stimulating pages, comes the hypothesis that
the features of the plaque could all be explained by a
process which has a selective effect on the oligodendro-
cyte.

IVth Symposium Neuroradiologicum
The meeting will be held in London from September 13

to 17. Registration will take place on September 12
at the University of London, Malet Street, W.C.1, where
the scientific meetings will be held. Radiologists,
neurologists, and neurosurgeons are particularly
welcome.

Subjects for discussion include (1) cerebrovascular
disease, (2) the localization of intracranial tumours by
means of isotopes, (3) applications of stereotaxometry,
(4) new techniques, and (5) various proferred papers on
a variety of neuroradiological subjects.

Scientific and technical exhibitions are being held.
It is hoped to arrange a joint half-day session with the

2nd International Congress of Neuropathology which is
being held simultaneously in London.
A full social programme has been planned including

visits to places of interest for wives and families of
members.
Those who cannot spare the whole time of the meeting

are invited to become day members at a much reduced
subscription rate.

Application forms and further information may be
obtained from Dr. R. D. Hoare, Secretary, Symposium
Neuroradiologicum, the National Hospital for Nervous
Diseases, Queen Square, London, W.C.1.
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