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BOOK REVIEWS

to try to identify the concept of psychopathic personality
with one or more clinical syndromes.

Schneider himself made a great advance when he
brought psychopathic personality into relation with
normal variation. In his textbook he clarifies concepts
with the aid 'of this idea, but eventually has to abandon
it for descriptive purposes. Only because they are not
readily applied in practical work, he finds it necessary

to criticise the systematic typologies of Gruhle, Kahn, and
others. His general discussion of typologies is most
informative and valuable.

In the last part of his book he gives an account of sotne
10 different varieties of psychopath, with excellent
clinical descriptions. It is a pity that from this part of
the work the student might derive the idea that these
types are anything better than descriptive aids, and that
qualitative rather than quantitative differences might be
found between them.
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