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neuralgia in age and sex incidence. Length of history
varied from six months to more than 20 years. Ninetyseven patients were followed up for one to four years,
and 34 patients, all early failures, for less than a year.
In 24 cases there were no side effects and in 61 they
were mild. In 30 patients the side effects were moderate
and persistent but thankfully accepted in return for
control of pain. In 16 cases they were severe and treatment had to be stopped. In 13 of these there was a
generalized skin reaction, usually within four to eight
weeks of starting treatment but in two cases not for six
and eight months. The incidence of this complication
overall was 10 %.
Apart from failure due to side effects there were 12
patients who had made no response at all to treatment
and the remainder of the group of early failures were due

to acquired drug resistance. Twenty-four patients were
late failures who had broken away from control after a
good initial response. The period of control before drug
resistance varied from six to 12 months to four years.
It seemed clear that there was evidence of a tendency to
acquire eventual resistance to Tegretol.
Seventy-nine patients (60%) were classed as successes,
there being a very good response in 29, good in 35, and
moderate in 15. Seventeen had entered a lasting remission
whilst being treated but the remainder had been treated
continuously, except for variable and limited remissions,
for one to four years.
He felt, however, that this figure was misleading and
one should not exclude from the successes many patients
who had experienced many months or years of relief
from pain before the drug became ineffective.
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