be recommended to anyone interested in the mathematical analysis of nervous activity.
RENAL FAILURE IN PARAPLEGIA By C. R. Tribe (with
additional material by J. R. Silver) (Pp. ix + 107; illustrated, 70s.) Pitman Medical Publishing: London. 1969.
This book is a valuable record of the pathological changes
leading to renal failure in paraplegic patients. It is mainly
for pathologists but there is a section on diagnostic tests
for urinary tract disease in chronic paraplegics by the
Director of the Liverpool Regional Paraplegic Centre.
Both writers were formerly at the National Spinal
Injury Centre, Stoke Mandeville Hospital, and write
with authority on their subjects, drawing their material
from both units.
The type of presentation-a statistical review with
comments on unique cases-makes for difficult reading
and tends to be repetitive. This book will be a valuable
source of reference for many who look after paraplegics
in one way or another, but the general neurologist
will find it worth glancing over the chapter summaries for
a reminder that the most important late cause of death
in paraplegia, of whatever cause, is urinary infection with
its many complications.
Dr. Tribe has made valuable contributions to the study
of amyloidosis leading to a nephrotic syndrome in paraplegics. The many causes of hypertension in the paraplegic are discussed briefly. The book is not concerned
with special techniques of radiology, treatment of renal
failure or infection, or with the management of the
paraplegic bladder; all subjects which should be better
understood in neurological and neurosurgical denartments.
J. A. SIMPSON

By Sibyllle K. Escalona.
(Pp. x + 547; illustrated. lOOs.) Tavisto(ck Publications:
London. 1968.
This important book is the result of Dr. Escalona's
work over a span of 20 years. She trik ,s to relate the
early life experiences and behaviour of yoi ung infants with
the behavioural characteristics which ti iey manifest in
later childhood.
The book is divided into three parts. In the first of
these she discusses the theoretical basis of her research
and reviews a massive amount of literatiure on the subject of handling of young infants and th4 e effect this has
on their later behaviour development. She provides a
detailed description of the theoretical barsis of her work.
The description is intense, complicated, arid accompanied
by very numerous footnotes in which references are
given to a large amount of pertinent liter*ature.
The second part is devoted to a des,cription of the
activities of infants aged between 4 and 32 weeks showing
that even at this early age very differ(ent patterns of
behaviour can be identified and described 1. She examined,
with colleagues, 128 normal infants and describes their
behaviour at rest, in contact with their rmothers, and in
other different situations.
In the third part Dr. Escalona examiness the correlation
between earlier life experiences and their later behaviour
in the family and the larger socio-culi tural setting in
which they live. As she says herself 'cas e presentations,
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therefore, had to be very specific; yet they had to conceal
identifying information'. In fact, each case is described
in great detail according to the child's behaviour in
certain specified situations.
The author talks of an 'adaptation syndrome' which
determines the later adjustment to social circumstances
of individual children. Dr. Escalona's approach to the
study of infant behaviour is a broadly based one. She
bases her theories on those of the psycho-analytic school
and on Jean Piaget and his disciples.
It is a difficult book to read, for the author's style is
at once intense and convoluted. For example, on page
25 a footnote reads 'Bergman and Escalona (1949)
reported on a group of children who in early infancy
showed marked hyposensitivity and who in childhood
developed psychiatric illness or deviant development.
They suggested that such infants lacked an effective
"stimulus barrier" so that ordinary levels of stimulation
proved overwhelming to them. In speaking of high and
low perceptual sensitivity in the present context we refer
only to variations within the normal range'. This makes
sense after one has read it once or twice in the context
of the text but reading is never easy and though the
book contains a mass of information about studies of
infant behaviour, it imposes considerable demands upon
its readers.
The book is well produced, contains a mass of useful
references and has a good index. At £5, its price cannot
be considered high in present-day conditions.
T.T.S. INGRAM
SENSE AND SYMBOL: A TEXT BOOK OF HUMAN BEHAVIOURAL

SCIENCE By Paul R. Miller. (Pp. xviii + 398; illustrated
65s.). Staples Press: London. 1969.
This book covers, in under 400 pages, an extremely wide
field, and is packed with information. The English in
which it is written is economical and efficient; it uses
more special technical words than are really necessary,
but in a textbook this is hardly a defect, since students
must learn the jargon in which, for good or ill, most
research papers are written, and in Dr. Miller's book it is
not only used, but well explained. The views expressed
are those of one author throughout, the plan is orderly,
and there are excellent indexes.
Sense and Symbol is about the psychology of normal
human behaviour. The core of this subject necessarily
consists of observations such as anybody without special
training can make in everyday life; thus any work that
sticks closely to the core runs the risk of seeming to be a
mere assembly of anecdotes. Some writers try to avoid
this risk by digressing extensively in borderline fields
(ethology, experimental psychology, abnormal psychology, neurophysiology) that are less subject to it. Dr.
Miller does not, on the whole, take this easy way out.
He does, I think, digress too far into neurophysiology,
which occupies about a sixth of his book (most of
chapters 4, 5, and 6). Here he is often uncritical, and far
too apt to quote general theoretical statements that have
no precise meaning, but will suggest to the inexpert
reader a rough meaning that is ill supported by the facts.
The omission of these statements-for example, on the
reticular activating system, the limbic lobe, electro-
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