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ADVANCES IN NEUROLOGY Vol. 7. CURRENT RE-
VIEWS OF HIGHER NERVOUS SYSTEM DYSFUNC-
TION Edited by W. J. Friedlander. (Pp. 195;
illustrated; Dfl. 46.00.) North-Holland: Amster-
dam. 1975.

Profitable research has been described as the art
of the soluble. This is the reason, if not the ex-
cuse, for the recent concentration of academic
neurologists on disorders of peripheral nerves and
muscle because techniques for anatomical and
functional studies had reached a level of sophisti-
cation offering quick returns and quantifiable re-
sults. The pendulum is now swinging back to the
study of higher functions of the central nervous
system using the equally quantitative methods of
the experimental psychologist and phonetician.
This volume contains four excellent chapters des-
cribed by the editor as 'statement-of-the-art'
papers rather than complete reviews, being expo-
sitions of the present status of a topic as seen by
a person who is active in the specified field. As
such, they are excellent and well suited to the
needs of clinical neurologists. The subjects pre-
sented are developmental dyslexia; neurological
aspects (A. L. Benton); neuropsychological testing
in neurological disorders (A. Smith), treatment of
acquired aphasia (F. L. Darley), the minor cere-
bral hemisphere (R. J. Joynt and M. N. Goldstein).
They are all good, and if some are inconclusive,
well, tha.t is the state of the art.

J. A. SIMPSON

THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF CEREBRAL ARTERIAL
DISEASE OF EXTRACRANIAL ORIGIN Edited by
Ronald D. Fine. (Pp. 197; $A15.00.) Australasian
Publishing Co: Sydney. 1973.

This is a slim, but too closely printed volume by 14
contributors, conveying the experience and opinions
of the neuroscientists, the physicians, and the
vascular surgeons of Sydney. Fifteen chapters
present reviews on topics varying from the applied
anatomy of the carotid and vertebral arteries, to the
pathology of occlusive disease of these vessels and
their mediastinal origins, to clinical and investigative
findings, and treatment and rehabilitation. Oph-
thalmic and radiological aspects are covered
separately.
The layout is, therefore, conventional, as are most

of the methods and opinions of the Australian
workers. The chapter by James Lance on the place of
facial thermography in suspect carotid disease is
interesting. But its inclusion is questionable in a
volume whose main didactic theme seems to be that
4-vessel angiograms are essential in every case.
The suggestion that general anaesthesia for angio-

graphy should be avoided in these carotid/vertebral

H

patients will come as a surprise to British workers, and
strangely it precedes a chapter on anaesthesia for
angiography and for vascular surgery. In a volume
aimed surely at physicians, neurologists and geria-
tricians, the need for a chapter on anaesthesia is
doubtful. The ophthalmic aspects of carotid disease
are well covered, although optokinetic nystagmus is
not produced by 'gaze out of a moving vehicle' but
rather by looking at objects coming sequentially in-
to the visual field. The most stimulating section covers
the association ofcervical spinal injury and damage to
the great arteries and to the spinal cord in the neck.

After a commonsense and succinct chapter on the
role of the anticoagulants, with a hint of further
studies of their combined use with the antiplatelet
drugs, the discussion on surgical therapy leads to a
faintly alarming 'blanket' recommendation that 'in
general all symptomatic patients with extracranial
cerebrovascular occlusive disease without complete
obstruction are suitable for reconstructive surgery'.
The role of surgery is held to be prophylactic,
mainly in the transient syndromes-that is, in a group
of patients whose prognosis is probably better than
many realise in any case-and surgery is 'offered' to
those 'selected' for it. This is an already familiar tune,
oft played in the United States, and still lacking con-
viction. The implication that the surgical approach
lifts 'the shroud of hopelessness which for so long
enveloped the victims of stroke' is exaggerated.
Perhaps it need not have been made so forcefully in a
work which satisfies the reader as a compact, work-
manlike, and yet comprehensive review ofthe subject.

IAN D. MELVILLE

NEUROPSYCHIATRY IN WORLD WAR II (VOL. II) Editor
in Chief Col. Wm. S. Mullins. (Pp. 1140;
illustrated; price not stated.) Office of the Surgeon
General's Dept. of the Army: Washington. 1973.

This book, from the Medical Department of the
United States Army, bears a publication date of 1973.
It would, therefore, seem to have taken a long time
to reach the desk of the reviewer.
Appearing as it does nearly 30 years after the end

of the relevant hostilities, anticipatory eagerness for
its appearance by the medical participants in these
hostilities must by now be blunted by time. It is the
second volume on neuropsychiatry in the United
States Army during the second world war. The
first, which related to the Zone of the Interior, has
already been published. This volume relates to
overseas theatres of operation, in which Britain is
included.

This book will be read by those with an interest in
service neuropsychiatry. It will also have value to
those concerned with providing services in disaster
areas. This is a book to be noticed rather than
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