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tunities to improve while research on
better techniques continues. His argument sounds reasonable and not overreactive.
The following abstracts seemed to me
to be worthy of special mention-the
prognosis of hyperactivity in children
and the prognosis of childhood seizures,
the improvement brought about by
chronic cerebellar stimulation in
epilepsy but the doubts cast on the
treatment on humanitarian grounds,
the sensory symptoms in Parkinson's
disease, the treatment of the tardive
dyskinesias, an interesting review on
excessive daytime sleepiness, neuropsychological manifestations in divers,
the myelopathy of Eales disease, a
study of lesional topography in medullary infarction, the microsurgical treatment of hemifacial spasm, and a
controversial and stimulating neurosurgical look at various spinal conditions.
Not unexpectedly the neurosurgical
section has many abstracts concerning
the use of CAT scanning. There is the
usual call for an "aggressive" diagnostic
approach when the neurological status
in stroke is rapidly changing. There is,
however, consensus that angiography
and carotid surgery should be avoided
in acute severe stroke, in those with
fixed neurological deficits, and in total
carotid occlusion.
Thus surgical
enthusiasm in occlusive arterial disease
remains; the assessment of the surgical
results remains as difficult as ever.
IAN D. MELVILLE

Modern Pharmacology Toxicology
Series Volume 11 Receptors in Pharmacology Edited by John R. Smythies
and Ronald J. Bradley, Jr. (Pp. 516; illustrated; Sw fr 128.00.) Marcel Dekker:
New York and Basel. 1978.
Drug receptors, once the sole province
almost of the pharmacologist, were
until recently known only indirectly
through the nature of the drugs which
interacted with them and the effect this
had on the activity of the tissue. In
recent years new and powerful biochemical and biophysical tools have
provided a wealth of new information
at the cellular and even molecular
level. Some receptors, like enzymes,
have been isolated and their molecular
structure identified. Many of these drug
receptors are the natural target for
hormones and neurotransmitters, and
their study has on occasions led to the

discovery of a whole new class of
naturally occurring compounds as with
the opiate receptor and the endorphins.
In such a rapidly developing field
there is value in a book which provides a collection of reviews on receptors in which progress has been
particularly rapid. Ideally such reviews
should avoid concentration on any
particular line of research (particularly
the author's own) in favour of a broad
definition of our present knowledge and
an indication of the most important
remaining problems. The chapters in
this book, if unevenly, do serve this
purpose. The authorship is mainly
American but the coverage both in the
opening chapter on general drugreceptor interaction and in subsequent
chapters on the steroid, insulin,
acetylcholine, O-adrenoceptors, opiate
and brain amino-acid receptors, is
international. Important remaining
problems, such as the influence of the
membrane lipid environment on the
functions and properties of receptors
and the mechanism of coupling receptor interaction with cell activity, are
emphasised.
For a pharmacologist it is rather sad
to note that of the 23 authors only
two have as their address a department
of pharmacology. On a brighter note
the addresses of the remaining 21 in
departments of cell biology, biochemistry,
psychiatry,
pathology,
medicine, and neurosciences, illustrate
the wide range of readers who will find
much of value and of interest in this
book.
J. S. GILLESPIE

Modern Pharmacology Toxicology
Series Volume 12 Noncathecolic
Phenylethylamines Edited by Aron D.
Mosnaim and Marion E. Wolf. (Pp.
536; illustrated; Sw fr 135.) Marcel
Dekker: New York and Basel. 1978.
This book consists mainly of research
papers given at two scientific meetings
in 1975 and 1976 with some additional
material to update and improve the
balance of the presentation. Phenylethylamine is well known to pharmacologists as a molecule possessing all
the basic requirements for sympathomimetic action but is probably unfamiliar
to clinicians for the very good reason
that, until recently, it was not believed
to occur naturally in the bodv. In
recent years there has been increasing

recognition that the enzymes involved
in the production of noradrenaline and
adrenaline may, by acting on unusual
substrates or by missing out some stage
in the synthetic pathway, produce other
biologically active amines. Dopamine,
as a transmitter in its own right, is the
most firmly established of such compounds, and now there is the possibility
that octopamine and phenylethylamine
may also be of importance, especially
in pathological conditions. Phenylethylamine rather than noradrenaline
is the amine formed from phenylalanine
when the early synthetic steps of introducing hydroxyl groups to form first
tyrosine, and then dopa, are omitted.
These papers describe the laboratory
evidence that the amine occurs
normally in the brain and can be released by electrical stimulation, that its
levels are altered by drugs known to
alter mood such as antidepressants and
tetrahydrocannabinol, and that both it
and its precursor phenylalanine hax e
powerful effects in animals. Some
clinical papers describe the use of
phenylalanine in the treatment of depression. For those with a specific interest in this area of research, either
as neuropharmacologists or psychiatrists, the book would be a useful
research reference. For the more

general pharmacologist, psychologist, or
biochemist, or for clinicians involved in
mental illness, the importance of the
amine is still so speculative and the
standard of the contributions to this
collection so variable that it is doubtful
if it could be recommended either as an
appropriate time in the research or a
suitably condensed and balanced assessment of the problem.
J. S. GILLESPIE

Muscle Disorders in Childhood By
Victor Dubowitz. (Pp. 282; illustrated;
£15.00.) W. B. Saunders: London. 1978.
This book is aptly titled and is a comprehensive survey of muscular problems
in childhood. The first of the 12
chapters is concerned with the clinical
and laboratory diagnosis of muscular
disease in infancy, and thereafter the
muscular dystrophies and myopathies,
diseases of the lower motor neurone,
myasthenia gravis and inflammatory
myopathies are prcsented. The commentary is rounded off by the four final
chapters which cover the floppy infant
syndrome, conditions with muLscle con-

J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry: first published as 10.1136/jnnp.42.4.387-b on 1 April 1979. Downloaded from http://jnnp.bmj.com/ on August 9, 2022 by guest.
Protected by copyright.

Book reviews and notice

388
traction and joint rigidity, disorders of
movement, and systemic involvement
in muscular disease. This is undoubtedly
one of the best illustrated books in this
field; each chapter contains copious
photographic illustrations of the clinical
syndromes and biopsy material. The
text is laced with references to the
literature with 19 pages occupied by
the list of references.
I thoroughly enjoyed the book and
learned a great deal from it. I have no
hesitation in recommending it unreservedly to all who are interested in
neuromuscular disorders of childhood.

haviour. The contributors are, in
general, workers in their respective
fields, and each chapter has an extensive bibliography. The later sections,
which are concerned with the apraxias
and relationships between language and
gesture, are of considerable interest to
anyone concerned with problems of
speech and nonverbal communication,
and the book as a whole brings together
a great deal of useful material which is
not elsewhere to be found in a single
volume. It can be recommended to
anyone with a serious interest in the
fields of language and motor control.

J. P. BALLANTYNE

J. A. R. LENMAN

Lumbar Spondylosis: Diagnosis, Management and Surgical Treatment By
P. R. Weinstein, G. Ehni, and C. B.
Wilson. (Pp. 203; illustrated; £18.00.)
Medical Publishers:
Year Book
Chicago, London. 1977.
This is a clear, readable, and comprehensive review by American neurosurgeons of the topical condition of
lumbar spinal stenosis. Careful delineation of syndromes helps to minimise
the ever present risk of this becoming
a "garbage can" diagnosis. It is important to treat patients, not myelograms. In a condition with admittedly
bizarre and varied presentations it is
unfortunate that no attempt is made
to distinguish it from the psychosocial
aspects of back pain. The surgical
series described is very varied, and the
follow-up of results gives little detail
and is too uncritical: this may permit
some scepticism about claimed results.
Despite these criticisms, I would recommend this book to be read by everyone
involved in the selection for and
performance of lumbar spine surgery.

The Management of Aphasia. Neurolinguistics 8 Edited by Y. Lebrun and
R. Hoops. (Pp. 123; illustrated; Dutch
guilders 45.00.) Swets and Zeitlinger:
Amsterdam and Lisse. 1978.
The title of the series in which this
book appears suggests that its intended
readership is restricted to neurolinguists:
this is far from the case. Doctors,
speech therapists, social psychologists,
psychiatrists, and social workers will
find much of value in it. The nine
papers, mostly by European experts, lay
considerable, and very necessary, emphasis on the total management, not
just the treatment, of the aphasic.
Kinsella and Duffy's The Spouse of the
Aphasic Patient, Heilporn's The Socioprofessional Rehabilitation of Neurologically Handicapped People. and
Lebrun et al's Aphasia and Fitness to
Drive provide extensive and mostly
original documentation on the wider
social problems of the aphasic. Some
of their conclusions deserve to be
studied carefully by anyone, for
example, counselling an aphasic's
family.
Four papers by Basso, Sefer, Seron
et al., and von Stockert discuss
from rather different points of view
the actual linguistic "treatment" of the
aphasic. Sefer's contribution is the
most traditional in character and will
probably appeal to student speech
therapists; the others are much more
original. Seron et al. provide a very
cogent summary of the operant and
"non-operant" methods of aphasia
treatment; von Stockert shows-convincingly to my mind-the validity of
using Weigl's deblocking techniques.
In a further paper Lebrun discusses
some of the literature on aphasia as

GORDON WADDELL

Du ContrBle Moteur a l'Organisation
du Geste Edited by H. Hecaen and M.

Jeannerod. (Pp. 448; illustrated; price

not stated.) Masson: Paris. 1978.
This book is based on a course of
lectures given in 1974-75 at the School
of Higher Studies and Social Sciences in
Paris. Although its main theme and
purpose is to explore current concepts
concerning gef!ure and language the
subject matter is more widely based
and includes extensive sections on the
physiology of motor control, reflexes,
and the sensory control of motor be-

seen from an aphasic's point of view.
Lastly, Vidali sets out details of some
of the provisions made within the
European Economic Community for the
rehabilitation of the disabled.
Altogether, this book is a very welcome addition to the literature, and
anyone who works in the field (or
jungle) of aphasia would be well advised to read it. It will undoubtedly
help to modify the unrealistic view
that aphasia is merely a breakdown
of language with a few additional
complications.
M. K. C. MACMAHON

Aspects of Memory Edited by Michael
Gruneberg and Peter Morris. (Pp. 220;
£8.00.) Methuen: London. 1978.
This book will be a useful introduction
for the undergraduate studying the topic
of memory, or indeed for the interested
layman. A valuable chapter on the techniques and materials used in the experimental investigation of memory is
followed by a clear account of the
theoretical issues raised by these experiments, and the evidence for the various
models of memory is evaluated.
The scope, however, is wider than that
of most basic texts-it includes investigation into developmental changes in
memory, and also research into mental
handicap. One chapter offers a view of
an alternative approach-that of physiology-and how this discipline can
contribute to our knowledge. The
aspects of memory selected by the
editors make for an informative and
readable account of current work on the

subject.

JEAN SIMPSON

Notice

The Ninth International Symposium of
the Fulton Society on Neuropeptides
in the Brain will be held on 3 October
1979, one day ahead of the meeting of
the American Neurological Association
in St Louis, Missouri. Further information may be obtained from Professor
Victor Soriano, Calle Buenos Aires
363, Montevideo, Uruguay.

