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It is the reviewers' opinion that a
double blind trial is necessary before
establishing such a programme, even
if the many contentious aspects of the
methods and their interpretation are
accepted. All clinicians, scientists and
publishers have a moral duty to ensure
that undue optimism or anxiety are not
engendered by their publications and
hypotheses.

AN DAVISON AND P RUDGE

Reference

1 Bates D, Fawxcett PRW, Shaw DA,
Weightman D. 1978; 2:1390-1.

Genetics of Epilepsy: A Review by
M E Newmark and J K Penry (pp 132;
$2049) New York: Raven Press, 1980.

The contribution of hereditary fac-
tors to the development of seizures
has generated some of the most
powerful mythology of epilepsy over
the centuries. For this reason epileptic
patients and their relatives are un-
doubtedly anxious to know the truth
about the risks of passing on the dis-
order to their offspring. Some of the
questions raised are difficult for the
clinician because the subject is com-
plex and has been inadequately
researched. Further the data, much of
which is conflicting, is not readily
available. The authors of this slim
volume have therefore provided a
very useful service in summarising our
meagre knowledge of the genetics of
epilepsy. They rightly point out the
problems of studying a disorder which
is so difficult to define and classify,
which can be symptomatic of so many
other diseases of the nervous system,
and which is further confused by in-
corporating EEG data, with all its in-
consistencies and mysteries.
The book is divided into three prin-

cipal sections; a discussion of the
indirect evidence of inheritance of
epilepsy, such as animal studies and
hereditary diseases of chromosomal
abnormalities associated with epilepsy;
a review of the direct evidence of
inheritance such as twin studies,
clinical studies of probands and rela-
tives, EEG studies; and a considera-
tion of the influence of certain factors
such as age and sex, and the signifi-
cance of family history for prognosis.
The bo)k is essentially a summary of
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Priorities in Psychiatric Research By
Malcolm Lader (pp 231; £13.50)
Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, 1980.
This book is based on a symposium con-
cerned with priorities in psychiatric
research and organised by the Mental
Health Foundation, held in September
1979. In most instances the speakers have
expanded their originally rather brief
scripts into more detailed reviews. The
result is a series of chapters by experi-
enced research workers who consider
the present status and the possible
future development of important areas
of psychiatric research. The book is not,
as are so many symposia publications, a
collection of reports of already pub-
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