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The Behavior of Psychiatric Padents.
QuanDtitative Techniques for Evaltion.
Edited by Eugene I Burdock, Abraham
Sudilovsky and Samuel Gershon. (Pp 608;
SFr 198.) New York: Marcel Dekker,
1982.

A modest advance has been made towards
operationalising some of the elements
involved in the classification of psychiatric
disorders so that studies of validity can be
made more comparable. This book records
some of the efforts that have been made in
the United States towards this end. It is not
comprehensive even for the US and does
not pretend to adventure beyond national
borders. None of the chapters is long
enough to deal in detail with any particular
segment of the mental state or clinical his-
tory. There is little evidence of any attempt
on the part of the editors to impose a pat-
tern on their authors or to insist on a
minimum degree of comparability between
chapters. Individual contributors are left to
air their preferences and their prejudices as
they please.
The editors claim, in their preface, to

have provided "a simple, comprehensive,
publication addressed to basic and practical
aspects of the clinical measurement of
behavioral change". This is a large aim and
perhaps it is not surprising that it has not
been achieved. Readers who dip into the
book will come up with occasional nuggets
of useful information, but there is little that
cannot be obtained more easily elsewhere.
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