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Communication in Parkinson's Disease. By
Sheila Scott, FI Caird and BO Williams.
(Pp 113; £7-95.) Beckenham: Croom
Helm Ltd, 1984.

Inability to communicate is one of the
greatest burdens of patients with Parkin-
son's disease. Modern drug therapy can

help Parkinsonian speech but, unfortu-
nately, many patients still are left with
difficulty in producing intelligible language.
A recent survey of patients revealed that
almost 50% reported significant speech
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disturbance (Oxtoby, M 1982, Parkinson's
Disease Patients and their Social Needs,
Parkinson's Disease Society, London).
Any other means of helping such individu-
als would be of inestimable value.

This small volume reviews what is known
of the problems of speech and communica-
tion in Parkinson's disease. One of its val-
ues is to bring together the literature avail-
able in neurological, geriatric and speech
communication journals. This should make
it an invaluable starting reference work for
anyone preparing to tackle the problem.
The authors themselves have set about
evaluating how to assess Parkinsonian
speech and the many methods that speech
therapists have tried to help. Their studies
on the use of proprioceptive neuromuscu-
lar facilitation and prosodic exercise
therapy have led them to suggest a rational
and cost effective method of delivering
domiciliary speech therapy. What now is
needed urgently is replication of their
results which, if achieved, should lead to
greater use of speech therapy in Parkin-
son's disease.
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Neuro-Otology and SkulH Base Surgery.
Advances in Oto-Rhino-Laryngology
Series Vol 34. Edited by P van den .9roek,
C Cremers, G Hoogland, J Mann. (Pp 280;
$98.25.) Basel: Karger 1984.

This records the proceedings of an interna-
tional workshop on its title subjects, held in
the Netherlands towards the end of 1983.
Provided that it is considered as a bound
collection of nearly 25 papers, on this
topic, it will be of interest to anyone work-
ing in this field. There is no way in which
this should be looked at as a text book on
the subject, nor do I believe its distin-
guished editors wish to present it in that
light. All but the last few papers are con-
cerned with cerebello-pontine angle
tumours, so that the representation of
other skull base surgery is relatively small.
What is however achieved by presenting

the products of this symposium is a series
of individual papers which cover every "up
to date" aspect of the anatomy, the diag-
nosis, and the treatment of cerebello-
pontine angle tumours, and particularly
acoustic neurinomas. 18 papers, each by
separate authors cover these topics. Three
more are devoted to facial nerve problems;
one to a new and original method for sec-
tion of the vestibular nerve in Meniere's
disease; and two to skull base surgery
proper. The papers are interspersed with
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