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specialist in the field will find this volume
invaluable both for reference and as a source
of new information. It is probably fair to say
that the depth of detail make this a book
which is more suitable for the expert than
for the novice or the beginner training in
neurosurgery, and it probably goes into
greater depth than is required by the neu-
rologist or the general physician who may
have only a limited interest in subarachnoid
haemorrhage. This reviewer can only make
one adverse criticism of this outstanding
work: Its price. This must put it beyond the
reach of all but a handful of neurosurgeons
in Britain and all but the best endowed med-
ical libraries.

RS MAURICE-WILLIAMS

Disorders of Posture and Gait. Edited by W
Bles, Th. Brandt. (Pp 358; $92.50.) Am-
sterdam: Elsevier Science Publishers, 1986.

It is a remarkable feat that walking, stand-
ing and the maintenance of an upright pos-
ture are performed almost automatically. To
do this, it is necessary to coordinate the
movement of two limbs involving several
muscles, at least six joints (in the lower limbs
alone) balancing the trunk above, and or-
ganise appropriate associated movement of
the upper limbs, head and neck. This is to
say nothing of the skills demonstrated by the
downhill skier or the tight rope walker. The
mechanisms which enable us to walk and
maintain posture are poorly understood.
This volume presents the multi-disciplinary
approach of the European School of Postur-
ography to investigating and attempting to
understand these problems. It is primarily
concerned with the quantitative electro-
myographic and mechanical analysis of pos-
ture and gait.
The first section is devoted to untangling

the various contributions of the proprio-
ceptive, vestibular and visual systems to the
maintenance of normal posture and gait.
The normal patterns of EMG activity in leg
muscles during walking and postural per-
turbations are also described. The second
section is concerned with diseases that may
produce disorders of posture and gait and
the patterns of abnormality that one may see
within the investigative framework of pos-
turography. Vestibular, cerebellar, proprio-
ceptive and visual disorders are discussed in
separate chapters in relation to the effects
they have on posture, gait and associated
reflex mechanisms. There are also dis-
cussions about the normal patterns of stance

and locomotion in the upper n
syndrome. Another chapter is
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producing disturbances of eqi
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have shown that many suicides are relatively
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able odds. I think that this debate should
have been opened up. The second point con-
cerns one chapter only, written by a psycho-
analyst. It epitomises all that is wrong about
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JOHN CUTTING

Basic Neurology. By George David Perkin.
(pp. 327; $35.00.) Weinheim: VCH
Verlagsgesellschaft. Copublication with
Ellis Horwood, 1986.

The theme running through this book is an
analysis of the author's experience in 4,000
successive outpatient cases. These data are
presented throughout the book to assist the
author's stated intention to present a more
balanced view of the practice of neurology
than can be found in many of the available
standard textbooks. This aim is admirably
realised.
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