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skull base. It is inevitable that there are good
and bad areas but this should not detract the
discerning reader from obtaining much val-
uable information on the modern approach
to surgery of the sellar region and paranasal
sinuses.

G NEIL-DWYER

Cambridge Medical Reviews: Neuro-
biology and Psychiatry. Vol. 1. Edited by R
KERWIN, D DAWBARN, J MCCULLOCH and c TAMMIN-
GA. (Pp 188; Price: H/B £35.00; $69.95).
1992. Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0
521 39542 9.

Cambridge Medical Reviews aim to provide
current information on a range of topical
subjects such as those addressed in Neuro-
biology and Psychiatry Vol 1.

Schizophrenia is the focus of chapters
devoted to neurochemistry, the pathology of
the temporal lobe, neuroimaging and the
structure, function and connections of the
frontal lobes. The molecular neuropathology
and neurochemistry of Alzheimer's disease
are reviewed and there are contrasting
accounts of the clinical status and neuro-
chemistry of the "sub cortical dementias",
particularly Parkinson's disease. Epilepsy is
the subject of a molecular and cell biological
review. The contributors are youthful mem-
bers of departmnents of psychiatry (seven),
anatomy and physiology (three), MRC units
of molecular biology (two) and industrially
funded neuroscientific centres (two). They
hail from London (seven), Cambridge
(three), Manchester (two), USA (two) and
Glasgow (one). The subjects are indeed
topical and their contributions are lucid,
economical and comprehensively referenced.
Continuing in this audit-like mode a volume
of this type has to bear comparison with
similar contributions to the increasingly pop-
ular review journals in neurology and psy-
chiatry which have the advantage of appear-
ing hot off the press, of being considerably
cheaper and of promising an annual update.
The relatively high price of this slim volume
and its relatively tardy arrival may therefore
offset the high standard of its execution in a
competitive market.

D NEARY

Textbook ofNeuropathology. 2nd Edition.
Edited by R L DAVIS and D M ROBERTSON. (Pp
1155; Price: £110.00). 1991. London, Wil-
liams & Wilkins Ltd. ISBN 0 683 02344 6.

This second edition falls into the category of
a book for experts, being a comprehensive
coverage of non-neoplastic disorders of the
nervous system. It will inevitably attract
attention from clinicians in all neuro-special-
ities because of its broad coverage. It is a
multi-author book, well organised, easy to
read and with a wealth of black and white
illustrations. Even in the 6 years since its first
publication advances in neuropathology have
meant that changes are more than enough
justification to buy the new edition. The first
edition came to be regarded as "the Amer-
ican Greenfield", a comparison which will be
made more frequently now that the new fifth
edition of Greenfield's is due for release.

All readers will benefit from the six chap-
ters covering general pathology of the nerv-
ous system. Congenital malformations, peri-
natal neuropathology, and inherited
metabolic diseases are covered in chapters
which are particularly clear and instructive.
Chapters on oligodendrocytes, CNS myelin
and demyelinating disease are brimming with
appropriate basic science yet remain concise
and clear. The chapters on circulatory dis-
orders, toxic disorders, and systemic diseases
and the nervous system are comprehensive
and clear. A single chapter covers all forms of
neurodegenerative disease. Surgeons will
particularly benefit from the inclusion of a
splendid chapter on cerebrospinal trauma.
Peripheral nerve is dealt with in a chapter
which covers anatomy, basic pathological
responses and diseases. A notable feature is
coverage of infections of the nervous system
in several separate chapters.
There are two ways of assessing a book

such as this. The first is how it performs as an
educational text, and in this respect it must
carry a high recommendation. The second is
how useful it is in day-to-day practice as a
source of wisdom and information to solve
diagnostic problems. Overall the book per-
forms well in this role, particularly in the
choice of references and indexing. The only
area of the book which does require strength-
ening in this respect is the chapter on
degenerative disease which, while an admira-
ble overview, is not sufficient to help with
most diagnostic problems in neurodegener-
ative disease.

Overall, it is an excellent textbook. It faces
new competition in the fifth edition of
Greenfield's Neuropathology. I suspect that
most neuropathology laboratories will wish
to own both texts and individuals will be
guided by the editorial style they most enjoy
reading.

J LOWE

MRI Atlas of Central Nervous System
Tumors. By L CECCONI, A POMPI11, F CAROu and
E SQUILLACI. (Pp 291; Illustrated; Price: DM
298,00). 1992. Wien, Springer-Verlag. ISBN
3 211 82304 2.

This MRI atlas is a collaborative study
between two Radiologists a Neurosurgeon
and a Physicist. It is an attempt to demon-
strate the range of appearances on MRI of all
the common and some of the less common
craniospinal tumours. Most of the examples
have been confirmed histologically. As usual
with books of this type the first chapter is
concerned with the fundamentals of mag-
netic resonance imaging. It does not pretend
to go into this technology in any detail and as
such it is adequate. The second chapter is
concerned with normal anatomy. A series of
MR images in the 3 orthogonal planes are
demonstrated with the appropriate brain
sections and a diagrammatic representation.
Unfortunately there are a number of errors of
fact and slice representation and indeed at
least one of the images is upside down.

Chapter III discusses the classification of
CNS tumours and there is a number of
informative tables summarising the clinical
and MRI changes of the more common
tumours. Chapters IV to XI describe the
different types of brain tumours and Chapter
XII spinal tumours. There are examples of

150 cranial and 30 spinal tumours. The
quality of the images is good and the annota-
tion is in general satisfactory.
The main problem I see with this book is

that there is little critical evaluation of the
appearances of tumours. There is no attempt
to describe or quantify the limitations ofMRI
as against other imaging procedures. The
book is therefore of somewhat limited value
but as a series of tumours it does have some
interest. However it should be used in con-
junction with a more definitive text and since
it costs over £100 will have a limited attrac-
tion.

DPE KINGSLEY

1992 Year Book of Neurology and Neuro-
surgery. (A MosbyYear Book). Edited by R
D CURRIER and R M CROWELL (Pp 421; Price:
$57.95 US, $64.00 Others). 1992. Chicago,
Mosby-Year Book Inc. ISBN 0 8151
2141 5.

Walter Bradley is to undertake the editorship
ofthe neurological section oftheYear Book of
Neurology and Neurosurgery from 1993,
replacing Dr RD Currier who has held the
post for the past 10 years. He first co-edited
the section with the late Russel Dejong but
since 1990 has been himself responsible for
an excellent decade of year books.
This volume contains a publisher's preface

thanking Currier for his success as their
editor and I feel that many Neurologists in
the United Kingdom would wish to be
associated with their good wishes.

His final effort enhances the series. Imag-
ing techniques again allow much more illus-
trative graphics. Currier is still prepared to
challenge or support an author's conclusion
and in particular in this volume his com-
ments on the Parkinson papers are worth
reading. I especially would refer to the
addendum to the paper on page 134.

Well up to the high standard of the series,
this last voluime should be scanned by all
neurologists. The annual subscription from
departmental libraries must continue.

JB FOSTER

SHORT NOTICE

Massachusetts General Hospital. Hand-
book of General Hospital Psychiatry. 3rd
Edition. (A Mosby Year Book.) Edited by
NED H CASSEM. (Pp 662; Price: £29.00.)
1991. London, Wolfe Publishing. ISBN
0-8151-1477-X

Dr Cassem's book is intended for physicians
who deal with psychiatric crises which occur
in anxiety, delirium, dementia and psychosis
in a general hospital setting. The psycho-
tropic drugs, personality disorders, surgical
patients and a range of physical methods of
treatment are reviewed. Accident proneness,
the emergency room, suicide and depression
are all considered in a most practical way
which will be of interest to Neurologists,
Psychiatrists and General Physicians.
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