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NEUROLOGY IN LITERATURE
Some movement disorders
In previous centuries, patients with movement disorders were often accused of being possessed by the
devil. Indeed the unfortunate victims came to believe it
themselves, as the example from Malleus Maleficarum
shows. Could she have had Gilles de la Tourette's syndrome? Some of the witches of Salem, incidentally,
from the contemporary accounts available, seem to
have had oculogyric crises. The examples from
Fielding and Proust can be accepted as focal dystonias
although both, one by inference, seem to have recovered. Mr Bates has blepharospasm, perhaps with spasmodic torticollis and spasmodic torticollis is probably
the movement disorder being described by Tolstoy.
Mr Rottcodd's movements are not accompanied by
ataxia and probably represent the association of congenital nystagmus with head oscillation.' Hadden's
papers are something of a ragbag of conditions, the
first of the series having the privilege of following, in
that issue of The Lancet, the second of David Ferrier's
Croonian lectures.

J7acobus Sprenger and Heinrich Kramer, 1486, Malleus
Maleficarum
"I cannot help myself at all, for he uses all my limbs
and organs, my neck, my tongue, and my lungs, whenever he pleases, causing me to speak or to cry out; and
I hear the words as if they were spoken by myself, but I
am altogether unable to restrain them; and when I try to
engage in prayer he attacks me more violently, thrusting
out my tongue."
Henry Fielding, 1742, Joseph Andrews
A man in my circumstances, as he very well knew, had
no choice. I accordingly accepted his proposal with his
conditions, which were none of the most favourable,
and fell to translating with all my might. I had no
longer reason to lament the want of business; for he
furnished me with so much, that in half a year I almost
writ myself blind. I likewise contracted a distemper by
my sedentary life, in which no part of my body was
exercised but my right arm, which rendered me incapable of writing for a long time.

George Eliot, 1858, Scenes of clerical life
Mr Bates was further distinguished from the common
herd by a perpetual blinking of the eyes; and this,
together with the red-rose tint of his complexion, and a
way he had of hanging his head forward, and rolling it
from side to side as he walked, gave him the air of a
Bacchus in a blue apron, who, in the present reduced
circumstances of Olympus, had taken to the management of his own vines.
Leo Tolstoy, 1877, Anna Karenina (about Nicholas
Levin)

But at the same moment he turned to look at the
young man and convulsively jerked his head and neck
as if his neck tie were strangling him, a movement
Levin knew well,
"So you see, ...." Nicholas
...

Levin continued with an effort, wrinkling his brow and

twitching.
Marcel Proust, 1923-1927, Remembrance of things
past. Volume 3
Morel was suffering at the time from violent cramp in
the hand, and found himself obliged to contemplate
the possibility of having to give up the violin. (Morel is
a

violinist-he recovers.)

Mervyn Peake, 1946, Titus Groan
His skull was dark and small like a corroded musket
bullet and his eyes behind the gleaming of his glasses
were the twin miniatures of his head. All three were
constantly on the move as though to make up for the
time they spent asleep, the head wobbling in a
mechanical way from side to side when Mr Rottcodd
walked, and the eyes, as though taking their cue from
the parent sphere to which they were attached, peering
here, there, and everywhere at nothing in particular.
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