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NOTICE

Announcement from the British Neuro-
psychiatry Association

The 1995 Summer meeting—to include
joint sessions with the British Associa-
tion for Psychopharmacology—will be
held on 15-17 July in Cambridge

On 16 July BNPA will hold a scientific
meeting with the theme of “movement dis-
orders’ and its AGM. On 17 July BNPA/
BAP will have a joint session on neuroimag-
ing, psychiatry, and psychopharmacology.
Short scientific papers and single case
videos by members of both associations will
also be presented. For further details please
contact Ms Sue Garratt, 17 Clocktower
Mews, London N1 7BB, UK.

For details of membership of the BNPA,
which is open to medical practitioners in
psychiatry, neurology, and related clinical
neurosciences, please contact Sue Garratt at
the address above, or Dr Jonathan Bird,
Burden Neurological Hospital, Stoke Lane,
Stapleton, Bristol BS16 1QT, UK.

BOOK REVIEWS

All titles reviewed here are available from
the BMJ Bookshop, PO Box 295, London
WCIH 9TE. Prices include postage in the
United Kingdom and for members of the
British Forces Overseas, but overseas
customers should add f£2 per item for
postage and packing. Payment can be made
by cheque in sterling drawn on a United
Kingdom bank, or by credit card
(Mastercard, Visa or American Express)
stating card number, expiratory date, and
your full name.

Schizophrenia. Origins, Processes,
Treatment and Outcome. Edited by RUE
L CROMWELL and C R SNYDER. (Pp 373;
£55.00.) Published by Oxford University
Press, Oxford 1994. ISBN 0-19-506922-6.

Does schizophrenia research progress? Here
is a handsome volume that is described as
developing within the Clinical Psychology
Graduate Training Programme of the
University of Kansas. The range of contri-
butions is wide and although the emphasis
is on psychology and functional analysis
there is a useful chapter on Modern
Diagnostic  Criteria and Models of
Transmission by P McGuffin and MC
O’Donavan and a chapter by one of the edi-
tors (Cromwell) on “Things to do before
the geneticist arrives”. The “Origins”
referred to in the title, therefore are
assumed to be genetic. Processes and

Outcome are predestined consequences of
the possession of the mysterious genetic
predisposition. Each chapter gives a reliable
and mostly comprehensive review of the
background and recent research in its field.
But is there an indication of progress
towards understanding the central issue—
the nature of the gene?

No edited book can be comprehensive
but I missed contributions in epidemiology
and structural brain studies. Why does the
condition persist at high and (as the WHO
studies suggest) approximately constant
incidence, in spite of the well-known fertili-
ty disadvantage? What is the meaning of the
now well-established, but much argued
about, ventricular and cortical anomalies?

To my mind a chapter that approaches
the right solution is that by Early who con-
cludes that patients with schizophrenia have
a variety of metabolic and behavioural
features suggestive of impairment of left
hemisphere dysfunction. But he then goes
on to a “dopamine hemideficiency” model,
which I believe was ruled out by the work of
ourselves and others on post-mortem brain
tissue 15 years ago.

My answer to Cromwell’s question of
what to do until the geneticist arrives is that
we should look hard at the genetic and
functional implications of cerebral asym-
metry. As M Annett and MC Corballis
(neither in the author index here) have
emphasised, the functional separation of the
hemispheres may be the evolutionary devel-
opment that distinguishes the species homo
sapiens from its primate precursors. One
year ago I presented the hypothesis that
psychosis represents a component of diver-
sity generated by the process of mate selec-
tion acting on a gene (the “right shift
factor” or cerebral dominance gene) that
allows the two hemispheres to develop at
different rates. To date only two publica-
tions (both by me) have referred to that
Lancet paper of mine. But I think the gen-
eral viewpoint that the genetics of cerebral
asymmetry and psychosis are in some way
related is the key to progress in our under-
standing of the origins, processes and out-
come of schizophrenia. Somehow we need
to get to the central issue and to this there is
probably only one answer. But for reviews
of what has been going on in a number of
fields of psychophysiological, psychological
and treatment research in the past decade

or so this book is a reliable guide.
T ] CROW

Experimental Techniques in Human
Neuropsychology. Edited by H JuLIA
HANNAY. (Pp 593 £22:95.) Published by
Oxford University Press, Oxford 1994.
0-19-505471-7.

The study of brain function and brain-
behaviour relationships is addressed by
fields as disparate as neuropsychology,
neurophysiology and neuroimaging. This
book aims to introduce the newcomer to
experimental techniques currently available
in these areas, and also to help current
researchers keep abreast of recent develop-
ments in their field.

A wide range of research areas are cov-
ered, each chapter being written by a
researcher familiar with both experimental
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and clinical neuropsychology. Areas covered
span the spectrum from simple pen-and-
paper neuropsychological tests to high-tech
fields such as evoked potentials and cerebral
blood flow imaging.

Given the rapid advances in cognitive
neuropsychology, it is not surprising that
the book, written in 1986, is showing its age
in this field. The chapter on memory suffers
particularly in this respect. More “neuro-
logical” research areas such as evoked
potentials, electroencephalography and
electromyography are covered in standard
fashion. Given recent developments, the
section on regional cerebral blood flow is
least useful. Only Xenon studies are cov-
ered; there is no mention of SPECT, and
PET is mentioned only briefly.

The book fulfils its purpose of providing
a broad introduction to current neuro-
psychological research areas. Although
dated, it will be of use in directing
researchers to more definitive articles. It is
less successful in its second aim of provid-
ing researchers with an account of recent
advances in their area. Although an individ-
ual might consult it only occasionally,
libraries in neuropsychological research
institutes may find it a useful investment.

JOHN GREENE

Single Fiber Electromyography.
Second Edition. Edited by ERIK STALBERG
and JOZE vV TRONTELJ. (Pp 303 $100-00.)
Published by Raven Press, New York 1994.
ISBN 0-7817-0212-7.

Since the first edition of this book in 1979,
single fibre electromyography (SFEMG)
has become an established technique for the
investigation of neuromuscular junction dis-
orders by clinical neurophysiologists and
neurologists. In this new edition, the
authors show how the technique can also be
used to study the spatial organisation of
motor units in neurogenic and myopathic
disorders, the analysis of firing pattern,
action potential amplitude recovery func-
tion and propagation velocity, and velocity
recovery function. Spike triggering tech-
niques are also reviewed.

The format of this book is very similar to
the first edition, but much of the text is new
and the updated illustrations have made it
unnecessary to retain the original atlas of
recordings. There is a useful appendix of
normal values, an inclusive reference list of
more than 360 publications and a new sec-
tion on scanning EMG. The chief value of
the book for clinicians is the way it demon-
strates the relationship between physiology
and the application and interpretation of
the technique. It will be useful for those
who use SFEMG chiefly for the diagnosis of
neuromuscular transmission disorders and
for those who want to apply the technique
more widely (for helping to distinguish
between steroid myopathy and relapse, for
example). It is also useful as a basic text for
research purposes. In short, it is an excel-
lent and concise book for anyone with these
interests and I am sure that it will remain
the standard text for clinicians new to the
field of SFEMG and for those who wish to

update themselves.
SIMON BONIFACE
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