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scribed are still evolving and in some
cases the indications, if any, for per-
forming them have still to be deter-
mined. Wisely, the editors have made
appropriate comments about particu-
larly controversial topics. They also
caution the inexperienced reader against
attempting a major tour-de-force before
observing the procedure at first hand,
but most of the contributors have a
fortunate gift for being able to say in
words what is most easily passed on by
practical demonstration.
Harvey Cushing, speaking in 1911 of

the practice of neurosurgery, stated that
"the operative part is the least part of
the work." So exacting are the technical
demands of modern neurosurgery, as
reflected in this volume, that if Cush-
ing's view still holds true, an account of
the other parts would require a whole
library! This book does not pretend to
provide definitive statements about the
indications for a neurosurgical operation
nor even about what operation should
be performed. Instead it shows neuro-
surgeons that their specialty still has
many problems to solve and that each
technical advance brings new questions
to answer.

GRAHAM TEASDALE

Pathology in Computed Tomography of
the Brain By Scott D. Henderson. (Pp.
197; illustrated; $17.50.) Charles C.
Thomas: Springfield, Illinois. 1978.
The book is divided into 19 chapters, 18
on the more common pathological con-
ditions with the final one a miscellane-
ous selection of others. Each chapter
begins with a brief description of the
entity and of its computed tomographic
appearances, followed by numerous ex-
cellent illustrations. In all, the book
contains over 400 such illustrations
which are of high quality as is the
standard of production.

In the preface it is stated that the
book is intended as a reference guide for
all persons concerned with computed
tomography of the brain. It is, however,
too elementary for the established
worker. In general the book is more
suitable for the trainee as the large
number of abnormal scans gives ample
opportunity to become familiar with the
different pathological appearances. How-
ever, for someone at this stage, the text
accompanying an illustration does not
always describe the abnormality in
sufficient detail.

P. MACPHERSON
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drug therapy. It is to be hoped that
more information will appear in later
volumes about the last three areas of
work mentioned as they are rapidly
expanding. Thus the reader will not
find a complete account of all methods
available for the analysis and treatment
of pain and, having embarked upon the
purchase of volume I at just over £10,
is likely to have to purchase two or
three more to make up the set. The
standard of writing varies as expected
but most chapters are well written by
acknowledged experts. At a time when
many books about pain are coming on
to the market Dr Lipton's series should
find its place as a guide to the pain
specialist, but the final judgment must
await the appearance of later volumes.

M. R. BOND
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