
Data Supplement S1. Total cerebral small vessel disease (cSVD) burden score.  

 

The total cSVD burden score is based on counting the presence of microbleeds, 

lacunes, perivascular spaces in the basal ganglia, and extensive white matter 

hyperintensities (WMH) on MRI (1). One point was assigned for visual rating of 

extensive WMH (JS), which was defined as a periventricular WMH Fazekas score of 

3 and/or a deep WMH Fazekas score of at least 2 (2). Presence of microbleeds was 

rated visually on susceptibility weighted imaging by two experienced neurologists (JS 

and RvO). Microbleeds were defined as small (< 5 mm diameter) homogeneous, 

round foci of low signal intensity, differentiated from vessel flow voids (3). One point 

was assigned for the presence of ≥1 microbleed(s). The presence of silent lacunes was 

defined as asymptomatic lacunar lesions < 20 mm3 and one point was assigned for 

presence of ≥1 silent lacune(s). For perivascular spaces, one point was assigned if 

these were visually rated (JS) as moderate or extensive (≥ 10) in the basal ganglia. 

Summing of the scores for each cSVD marker resulted in a total cSVD burden score 

ranging from 0 to 4. The original cSVD burden scale was slightly adapted here, as in 

contrast with the original cSVD scale, we used susceptibility weighted imaging (SWI) 

for counting microbleeds.  
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