
[115] A consideration of sacral epidural injections for relief of sciatic pain.-
F. G. LINDEMULDER. Jour. Nerv. Ment. Dis., 1981, lxxiv, 265.

FORTY-SIX patients suffering from sciatic pain received epidural injections
through the sacral hiatus of 1 per cent. procaine hydrochloride in Ringer's
solution; of these 40 were relieved. Foci of infection when present were
removed as a probable cause of the sciatic pain. In four cases in which the
achillis jerk was absent, the reflex returned after treatment.

R. G. G.

10icbopatboloo .
PSYCHOLOGY.

[116] Cardio-respiratory variations in personality studies.-J. A. LARSON
and G. W. HANEY. Amer. Jour. of Psychiat., 1932, xi, 1035.

PRIMARILY there is a discussion of psychogalvanic technique results on
general and pathological problems, followed by a review of the literature on
the relation of basal metabolism to personality type or deviation. This paper
is a study of the relative role which physical criteria, as obtained by the use
of polygraph methods, may play in the psychiatric examination of children
who present behaviour difficulties. The data presented are based upon the
examination of 235 children, of whom 113 were referred by psychiatrists
because of problems revolving about deception. It was found that the
polygraph technique was of material aid in the detection of deception, and
was also useful in securing rapport in children who were resistant to the
usual approach. Such physical criteria were of value in investigating the
deception of the psychoneurotic type of individual who may be attempting
to convince himself that he suffers from certain ailments or that certain events
have not happened. It was also valuable in the study of alleged hallucinatory
experiences. The technique might prove just as effective in many cases as
long drawn out psychoanalysis. After a study of 2,000 records, no definite
reaction pattern was found which was finally diagnostic. It would seem that
some records were more irregular in cases of psychopathology or actual
cardio-respiratory pathology. There was some similarity between records
of exhaustive states, chronic illness, catatonia, and cases of hypothyroid
function, but there were no clear cut lines of identification. The study of
respiratory and cardiac records together with the utilization of drugs and
analytical methods offers a possible means of further study of the
schizophrenic processes. Certain trends appear in these cardio-pneumo-
psychograms which might be of service in personality analysis and
classification. Such psychograms seem to afford a simple and often the most
satisfactory method for studying complex situations and problems involving
personality.

C. S. R.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[117] Inconstancy of the formal structure of the personality.-F. WERTHAM
and M. BLEULER, Arch. of Neuirol. and Psychiat., 1932, xxviii, 52.

RORSCHACH'S ink-blot test was studied on normal subjects, both before and
after the administration of mescaline. It was found that the test under
mescaline corresponded closely to the personality of the subject as actually
known. The test obtained in normal circumstances, while agreeing in some
points, gave an opposed picture of all important qualities. The authors
therefore suggested that their observations indicated that the form of
a personality is not constant and that the usual psychological ' type ' of a
person does not necessarily describe completely the structure of his
personality.

G. de M. R.

[1181 The formation of a simple habit in guinea-pigs.-G. C. GRINDLEY.
Brit. Jour. Psychol., 1932, xxiii, 127.

AN attempt is here made to study ' trial-and-error learning,' when the
response to be learnt is a relatively simple movement, and the stimulus for
that response is also relatively simple. Guinea-pigs, placed in a stand in
a sound-proof room, were taught to turn their heads to one side in response
to the sound of a buzzer, food being given as a reward when they made this
movement. It was found that the average time of response became
progressively shorter in successive trials. The habit could be ' reversed ' by
rewarding the animal for turning its head, on the sound of the buzzer, to the
other side; or ' extinguished ' by ceasing to reward the animal.

The argument is that it is difficult to explain these results on Pavlov's
theory of conditioned reflexes; and that it seems probable that some other
principle, such as that of Thorndike's ' law of effect ' or Troland's principle
of ' retroflex action,' must be added to the principle of conditioning in order
to explain the simpler forms of learning.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOSES.

[119] Tactual perception in alcoholism.-WALTER BROMBERG. Arch. of
Neurol. and Psychiat., 1932, xxviii, 37.

STUDIES of the after-effects of tactual sensations made on patients with
alcoholic and schizophrenic psychoses showed that the tendencies toward
change in the after-effects found in normal persons were present in the
patients. In persons suffering from alcoholism the after-effects change in
such a manner as to indicate that there are organic changes in the perceptive
field. These organic changes may be in the nature of sensory or vestibular
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