
PSYChIOPATHOLOGY

1. A definite inflammatory reaction of the lymphocytic type, both in the
tissues and( vessels in the capsules and in the connective tissue septa, was
fouind.

2. A severe degenerative reaction, especially in the anterior lobe, was
seen in almost all cases.

3. Definitely inflammatory reactions in the tissue of the gland itself,
with lymphatic infiltration, occurred.

4. A relative quantitv of iron pigment in the posterior lobc was remarked
in almost all cases.

The author claims that these changes in the hypophysis in general
paralysis are constant and characteristic.

R. G. G.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT

[115] The difference between Freud and myself (Cio che mi separa da Freud).-
W. STEKEL. Arch. gen. di neurol. psichiat. e psicoanalis., 1931, 12, 8.

STEKEL explains the doctrine and practical differences between his own
teaching and that of Freud. He denies the necessity of the theory of the
libido and the original traumatism as a basis of a psychoneurosis, but affirms
that every case is based on a psychic conflict which ought to be investigated
without preconceived methods or precedent dogmas. Stekel prefers an
active method of treatment to the purely passive method of Freud, and
holds that this will depend on the intuitive ability of the analyst to
discover and remove the psychic blind spots of the patient, which prevent
his adapting himself to his family and the world. Stekel does not admit the
depth of the unconscious which Freud insists on and accepts interpretations
differing entirely from the Freudian concepts. He denies the importance
and frequency of the Freudian complex. He holds that treatment should
last as short a time as possible, probably not more than four months. He
admits the invaluable service rendered by Freud to psychological medicine,
but regards his own methods as more practical and promising.

R. G. G.

[116] The investigation of a specific amnesia.-MILTON H. ERICKSON. Brit.
Jour. Med. Psychol., 1933, 13, 143.

THE problem investigated was an attempt to recover the content of a specific
amnesia without the aid of supplementary information. Techniques of free
association alone, free association and direct questioning in hypnosis, auto-
matic writing, and crystal-gazing were tried without success. Finally, by
means of a specious argument concerning the existence of a third level of
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consciousness and the permission to use disguise mechanisms, the forgotten
material was actually obtained, but in such guise that its true significance was
not recognized. Then by means of dream activity a situation was created
whereby the subject, without assuming the responsibility, could circumvent
the repression. Following this a conflict state developed, characterized by
the alternate repression of two ideas, and ultimately resolved by the attach-
ment of the affect to a related subject, from which it was eventually dispelled.
The motivation of the amnesia was not learnt until much later, when the
subject disclosed its origin to lie in an emotional conflict concerning two men.

C. S. R.

[117] Some experiments in reinforcing mental analysis in cases of psychosis.-
CLIFFORD ALLEN. Brit. Jour. Med. Psychol., 1933, 13, 151.

AUTOSUGGESTION in psychoses has been tried unsuccessfully in the past and
abandoned as useless. The experiments here related seem to show that the
cause of the failure is that the suggestions have been wrongly applied and
have been directed to increasing the repressions on some powerful complex.
The experiments of the author indicate how suggestions can be applied to
influence complexes with safety and some certainty. Mental analysis can
thus be reinforced with definite results. Four illustrative cases are given.

C. S. R.

[118] On the interruption of the catatonic syndrome (Sulla interruzione della
sindrome catatonica).-S. GULLOTTA. Riv. di pat. nerv. e ment.,
1932, 40, 241.

CATATONIAS can be interrupted by the administration of narcotics, and the
use of the barbiturate series is the best in view of the constancy of the results
and absence of ill effects. Twelve catatonics were given sodium amytal
intravenously with uniformly good results so far as arousing the patient
from the catatonic condition is concerned. When so aroused, a psychological
examination is possible, which may determine a diagnosis otherwise difficult
to establish. The author concludes that since sleep interrupts catatonia the
latter is due to a physiological disturbance of the central nervous system,
probably situated in the subcortical region, and to an absence of cortical
inhibitory influences. When catatonia ceases this is probably brought about
by a restoration of balance between these subcortical centres and the con-
trolling cortex.

R. G. G.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[119] On the action of barbituric acid compounds: A contribution to the
prolonged narcosis treatment of mental symptoms.-A. M. MEERLOO.
Jour. of Mlent. Sci., 1933, 79, 336.

SUFFICIENT clinical material regarding barbital intoxication has been collected
to make it possible to draw conclusions, while sifting the complications,
in regard to the action, point of contact and so forth of barbitals. Within the
limits of psvehopathology we must consider this sedative as a specific poison,
which induces and affects local biological processes, but at the same time as a
non-specific factor, which only lays bare a more deeply buried psychic
structure. Clinically speaking, we may resolve the action of barbitals to
action on the subcortical brain centres the brainstem in its widest sense.
Pathologicoanatomical discoveries support this. The secondary phenomena
produced by barbitals, such as catatonia, epilepsy, hallucinations, etc., are of
interest to psychopathology; they constitute a contribution to our knowledge
of the function of the paloeencephalon. Prolonged treatment of psychotic
patients with barbitals is of great therapeutic value. The effect of this may
be compared with that of nonspecific stimulant therapy. Sudden disintoxica-
tion is an important factor here, and sleep constitutes no very real element.
This therapeutic method-especially as far as concerns the avoidance of
dangerous secondary action-is susceptible of improvement, and needs
further svstematic study.

C. S. R.

[120] A note on the use of nephritin in psychotics.-D. N. PARFITT. Jour. of
Ment. Sci., 1933, 79, 371.

THE action of the internal secretions of the kidney is a debatable subject, but
some illustrative cases given seem to show that nephritin has a definite if
limited use in certain psychotic cases with renal insufficiency. Its use would
seem to be confined, at least in chronic nephritic conditions, to those cases
with azotaemia which fail to respond to stringent dietary restrictions; in
these, with an adequate dosage of at least 20 tablets a day, the improvement
is often remarkable. The preliminary and concurrent limitation of diet to
milk and water in equal parts, with glucose and fruit-juice, is essential. The
mental improvement is proportional to the degree of confusion present due
to renal toxaemia, and where this is absent no change is produced in the
psychosis. If dieting alone produces a marked improvement, then nephritin
will do no further good even if the renal condition is still unsatisfactory.
The azotnemia of wasting conditions is unaffected by nephritin.

C. S. R.
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