
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

number of the deflections obtained during the word-association test varied
approximately with the affectivity of the subject and can fairly be used as
a means of comparison between different patients, provided the sensitivity of
the galvanometer be kept constant.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

[33] Alzheimer's disease: Its occurrence on the basis of a variety of
etiological factors.-K. LOWENBERG and D. ROTHSCHILD. Amer.
Jour. Psychiat., 1931, xi, 269.

Two cases of Alzheimer's disease are reported. Although atypical in some
respects, clinically and pathologically there were adequate grounds for
classifying them under this heading. In the first case the Alzheimer disease
picture was superimposed upon a chronic syphilitic meningitis in a
feebleminded person. In addition, the brain showed cerebral hemiatrophy.
This was thought to represent the anatomical substratum of the feebleminded-
ness. In the second case there were certain clinical features which seemed
entirely inconsistent with a presenile disorder. Here the etiological factor
was regarded as toxic. These observations, taken in conjunction with others
in the literature, lead to the conclusion that Alzheimer's disease is really a
syndrome with a multiplicity of etiological factors. The majority of the cases
must still be brought into relation with atypical senile processes. However,
there is a smaller group in which the causative agents appear to be toxic or
organic diseases that are clearly independent of senility or allied conditions.

C. S. R.

[34] Pick's disease (circumscribed senile atrophy) and Alzheimer's disease.
-F. T. THORPE. Jour. of Ment. Sci., 1932, lxxviii, 302.

A MARRIED woman, whose family history was negative, began to show
definite signs of failing memory at the age of 56. She had previously been
healthy, capable and efficient, but had always been a little absent-minded.
Forgetfulness and periods of confusion gradually increased, necessitating
certification at the age of 59. Later she showed agitation, extreme confusion,
complete disorientation and incoherent chattering. Profound dementia was
established and death ensued at the age of 62. The terminal state
was characterized by epileptiform convulsions. The brain showed gross
atrophy without regional emphasis. Arteriosclerosis was absent. Histo-
logically, numerous senile plaques were found scattered throughout the
cortex. There was marked diminution in the number of nerve-cells.
Alzheirner's fibrillary changes were also present.

C. S. R.
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[35] The distribution of calcium between blood and cerebrospinal fluid in
mental diseases.-S. KATZENELBOGEN and H. GOLDSMITH. Amer.
Jour. Psychiat., 1931, xi, 9.

THE blood calcium in organic psychosis ranges between 8 1 and 10 9 mgm.
per cent. Figures below the normial level have been found in 8 out of 42
cases of organic psychosis. In schizophrenia, manic-depressive psychosis
and mental deficiency blood calcium was found to be within normal limits.
The cerebrospinal fluid calcium showed a slight deviation below the normal
in 4 out of 40 cases of schizophrenia and a moderate rise in 3 out of 42 cases
of organic psychosis. In manic-depressive psychosis (10 cases) and mental
deficiency (21 cases) only normal figures were found. Slightly increased
ratios of fluid calcium with blood calcium were elicited in 5 out of 42 cases
of organic psychosis. In the schizophrenic group ratios below normal were
observed in 4 out of 40 cases. In manic-depressive insanity and mental
deficiency the ratios are within normal limits. The contents in blood and
cerebrospinal fluid and the distribution ratios of calcium can hardly be
helpful for the diagnosis, since abnormal figures have been found only in
a small number of cases. The passage of calcium from blood into fluid
follows the trend of bromide, which is a tendency to an increased permeability
in organic psychosis and a low permeability in schizophrenia. This similar
behaviour of calcium and bromide contributes to the view that the
haematoencephalic barrier functions somewhat differently in schizophrenia
and organic psychosis. The abnormal barrier permeability found in various
heterogeneous pathological conditions suggests that the dysfunction of the
barrier is not altogether specific to certain nervous and mental diseases but
presents a partial malfunction of a diseased organism. C. S. R.

PROGNOSIS AND TREATMENT.
[36] Grading of patients in mental hospitals as a therapeutic measure-

MILTON H. ERICKSON and R. G. HOSKINS. Amer. Jour. Psychiat.,
1931, xi, 103.

A PLAN is described that is in successful operation as one feature in situational
therapy in a research service devoted to the study of schizophrenia. The
patients are formally divided into six groups in accordance with their
psychiatric status. Each group is described in terms comprehensible to the
patients, and to each group is assigned a grade letter. Patients are promoted
or demoted from grade to grade in accordance with changes in the mental
condition. All promotions and demotions are given ward publicity. This is
an effective method of motivating efforts towards self-improvement and of
stimulating hope in the individual patient. The method is widely applicable
to state hospital practice, and yields excellent therapeutic results for the
effort expended. C. S. R,
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