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Constitution-Types in Delinquency. By W. A. WILLEMISE, M.A., Dr.
Phil., Lecturer in Psychology, University of Pretoria. London: Kegan
Paul. 1932. Pp. 266. Price 15s. net.

WITH the increasing knowledge of psychopathology during the last thirty
years the attitude of society towards crime has undergone a very considerable
change. More and more has it conme to be recognized that many criminals
are abnormal persons, the motives for whose conduct have been determined
primarily by defects or deficiencies in their mental or physical make-up.
Investigations of criminals by psychophvsical methods have led to modifica-
tions of criminal procedure and punishment, and have indicated the lines oIn
which preventive measures can be applied to juvenile and adolescent classes.
This book embodies such an investigation, and the first aim of the author
has been to apply the psychological typology of Kretschmer to male juveenile
delinquents. A careful study was made of the inmates of a reformatory
comprising rather less than two hundred bovs between the ages of 16 and 21
years, those of lower age being excluded owiIng to the greater difficulty of
recognizing types before puberty. Psychotechnical tests, including
mechanical aptitude, finger and manual skill, drawing, memory for forms
and instructions, insight into concrete spatial relations, etc., were applied;
the boys were observed daily in their debating society meetings, swimming
pool, sports ground and work; and some 700 letters written by them over

a period of two and a half months were read without their know-
ledge. Finally, each boy was photographed, measured and described
anthropometrically.

The greater part of the book is devoted to the results of the investiga-
tion, separate chapters being given to the mental qualities of the schizo-type,
athletic, pycnic and dysplastic types. The autism of the schizo-type is
manifested in delinquency as a tendency to commit offences solitarily, self-
conscious compensations, cowardly acts, silent scheming and sexual
maladjustments; athletic criminals are dangerous, perpetrate undaunted
criminal acts and are unscrupulously calculative; pycnics often become
leaders of criminal gangs and show their characteristics by hasty aggressions,
squandering money, sexual excess and alcoholic intemperance.
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The second object of the author is to coordinate the biotypologies of
Kretschmer, Jaensch, Pende, Berman, Wiersma and others, in so far as
there appears to be similarity between the underlying biological principles of
these typologies and those of Kretschmer's typology. Incidentally he hopes
thereby to direct the attention of English and American investigators to
bio-typological studies now being made at different centres on the continent.

This work, which is one of the products of investigations made by the
Institute on vocational, industrial and social adjustment of juveniles, is
interesting and suggestive. That a considerable degree of correlation
appears to exist between mental and physical characteristics is widely
recognized, and, though much work has been done on the subject, there is
still a large field for research. Kretschmer's studies afford a useful basis for
further investigations such as this of Dr. Willemse, but the existence of
intermediate types of every variety of mixture shows that the criteria for
a scientific classification are still lacking. In such circumstances the applica-
tion of unmeasurable entities such as mental qualities is all the more difficult.
The author has made a commendable attempt to add to our knowledge of
a complex subject and his excellent photographs materially assist his
descriptions.

T. R. H.

Fields of Psychology: A Study of Man and his Environment.
By GLENN DEVERE HIGGINSON, Assistant Professor of Psychology,
University of Illinois. London: George Allen & Unwin. 1931. Pp. 631.
Price 15s.

THIS book is of a type rather uncommon in present-day psychological
literature. It attempts to give an impression of the whole position and scope
of both normal and pathological psychology by presenting the theories, so
often conflicting, of the various schools; 'the questions thus raised being
dispassionately and, in most cases, thoroughly, discussed. Conflicting views
are contrasted, and in attempting to reconcile them the author does not
hesitate to express his own opinions. His attitude, however, is very
moderate, and the reader is impressed by his psychological insight and his
scientific spirit.

The book also deals extensively with matters that are, strictly speaking,
outside the domain of psychology. Thus it opens with a good chapter on
the origin and nature of science in which the place of psychology among
the sciences is discussed. Then there is a long section on problems
of development in which evolutionary hypotheses are expounded and their
significance for psychology indicated. This section contains much interesting
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