
REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

According to the Soviet regime it is axiomatic that woman stands on an
absolutely equal footing with man, but the author points out in a popular
but clear and accurate description of sexual physiology in the female from
birth through puberty, menstrual function, pregnancy, lactation and the
menopause, that she cannot compete on terms of real equality. Naturally
he is an upholder of birth control, but thinks that the future lies with
antispermic sera rather than with the methods at present in vogue. He
protests, however, that sexuality must be controlled since it can be and is
sublimated into all varieties of culture and art. He mentions that it is
sometimes diverted into religious channels but alleges that this is always
pathological.

He proposes the following as the ' new ethic of sexuality,' which, it
must be confessed, bears a distinct resemblance to the old.

1. Sexual life should be valued and guarded, for it is 'life's greatest
blessing.'

2. Sexual life should be regulated for purely biological reasons.
3. Each sexual union should be regarded as a responsible act from the

point of view of the interests of human society.
4. In arranging sex life due regard should be given to what has been

described as the biological tragedy of woman.
Evidently his views are not acceptable to some of his compatriots since

he finds it necessary to defend himself in an epilogue against charges of an
un-Marxian attitude.

R.G. G.

Nursing Psychological Patients. By MARY CIIADWICK, S.R.N. With a
foreword by DAVID FORSYTH, M.D., F.R.C.P. London: George Allen
and Unwin Ltd. 1932. Price lOs.

THE object of this book is to give to those who nurse cases of psychological
disorders an explanation of the origins of their symptoms. There is no
mention here of ordinary methods of nursing. In reality the work may be
regarded as a short primer of modern psychological teaching for nurses. It
is written in language as simple as the difficulties of the subject will allow.
Even then we doubt if it will not prove too big a mouthful for many of
those for whom it is intended. As an introduction to the whole subject of
the psychoneuroses it can be recommended to medical students or even the
laity. A bibliography at the end of the book and at the end of each chapter
are useful features for the reader who would proceed further in his studies.

Personlichkeitsentwicklung und Wahnbildung. By Dr. med. et phil.
WALTER BETZENDAHL. Berlin: S. Karger. 1932. Pp. 321. Price
Mk. 16.

THE object of this presentation is to study those disorders of the mind which,
however diverse their manifestations, are alike in depending on changes in
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the ego. Nearly the whole monograph is taken up with the descriptions of
individual cases, at length and in detail, and with comments on each. In
the endogenous psychoses disturbance of this ' Selbstgeffuhl,' this sense of
self, is a central feature, but the writer deals interestingly with minor
fluctuations distinguishing persons who are normal, and shows how
intermediate grades are met with. He discusses the factors responsible for
such variations. The book is conceived on a purely empirical plane, and no
special theory is advocated; it possesses documentary value, however, and
the analyses of the case-reports are instructive.

Klinisch-anatomisch Onderzoek over Neurologis ch e Adembalings
stoornissen. By J. W. G. TER BRAAK. Assen: Van Gorcum Co.
1932. Pp. 163.

THIS thesis from the Dutch school consists of a clinico-anatomical research
on disorders of respiration produced by lesions in the central nervous system.
As the neurologist is well aware, the apparatus of respiration subserves more
functions than that ' vegetative ' process with which the experimental
physiologist is concerned. The respiratory movements of speaking and for
the expression of the emotions, etc., cannot be examined in an animal
laboratory; and in this respect the clinico-anatomical method can supply
information which will add to knowledge. Dr. Ter Braak distinguishes the
voluntary function of respiration (speaking, etc.); its emotional function
(laughing and crying); and its automatic (vegetative) function. The
apparatus has a cortical (pyramidal), subcortical (extrapyramidal) and
bulbar innervation. He exemplifies the relationship between these by a
series of carefully studied cases, and their not infrequent dissociation-as
sketched by Hughlings Jackson many years ago. The thesis is well
illustrated and posseses the advantage for English readers of a brief summary
in that language.

Probleme der klinischen Psychiatrie. By Prof. KURT SCHNEIDER, Munich.
Leipzig: Georg Thieme. 1932. Pp. 46. Price Mk. 2 60.

THIS short critical essay deals with vexed questions of nosology in regard to

mental disease. Confusion arises when canons of nosology applicable to

disease of the body are utilized for disorders of the mind. Some mental
affections are distinguished from each other by symptoms that are not

mental. It is preferable to deal in syndromes, or type reactions. Prof.
Schneider considers the following can be differentiated: cyclothymias,
episodic psychoses, deliria, schizophrenic processes, paraphrenias, and
dementias. This psychiatric arrangement is purely symptomatic; clinical
psychiatry is not pathopsychology. Moreover, the author admits that the
scheme cuts across natural biological relationships; thus an alcoholic
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hallucinosis might be reckoned with episodic psychoses, deliria, or para-
phrenias. Where etiology is unknown purely psychological labels are chosen.
Mixtures are in constant vogue- --e.g. paralytic dementia, involution
paraphrenia, lebrile delirium. Distinctions between types are often
extremely difficult; the question of psychosis or abnormal personality is
sometimes unanswerable.

Thoulgh no constructive conclusioni is arrived at, this unpretentious
contribution merits notice for its scientific spirit and for its frank refusal to
gloss over the inconsistencies and, irn some respects, the absurdities of
contemporary psychiatry.

Nervous Disorders in Infancy and Childhood. By NEILL HOBHOUSE,
M.D., Physician to Out-patients, Victoria Hospital for Children, etc.
London: H. K. Lewis. 1933. Pp. 207. Price 8s. 6d.

DR. HOBHOUSE is the author of an unpretentious volume dealing with
nervous troubles of all kinds that affect infants and young children, and
manages to supply a great deal of practical information within relatively
small compass. The book bears the impress of personal experience and of
independence of mind, and presents its subject-matter in readable form. The
chapters on undesirable habits, on neuroses and psychoneuroses, on mental
arrest and deficiency, contain interesting discussions of a simple yet
penetrating kind on the problems with which they are concerned. A number
of comparatively rare conditions receive brief notice. In general the
paragraphs on treatment are sensible and adequate. There are few references
to the literature, and *at one or two points we come across a tendency
(somewhat prominent in these times) to simplify a subject by consideration
merely of the latest paper thereon, irrespective of what has long been known
and recognized. Thus scant justice is done to meningitis serosa, to which,
indeed, a misleading allusion is given.

Reflex Activity of the Spinal Cord. By R. S. CREED, D. DENNY-BROWN,
J. C. ECCLES, E. G. T. LIDDELL, and C. S. SHERRINGTON. Oxford:
Clarendon Press. 1932. Pp. 183. Price los.

THE collection in one volume of a series of reviews, as they may be termed,
illustrating the features of reflex mechanisms as carried out by the
mammalian spinal cord, serves a highly useful purpose. Although the
clinican daily resorts to reflex examination for diagnosis, or studies reflexes
for other reasons, he needs to keep himself abreast of physiological advance,
and this timely book provides the means whereby he may do so. Reflexes
are considered in their physiological and not their biological setting; their
minutice are studied with the greatest fullness, but since the scope of the
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work, anatomically, does not extend beyond the midbrain, the reader must
keep in mind the one-sided nature of the presentation here offered. On the
other hand, he will learn much indeed that is of prime clinical importance,
even though the authors disclaim any other viewpoint than that of pure
experimental physiology.

Crises Gastriques du Tabes. By ADOLPHE HOROWITZ. Paris: G. Doin
et Cie. 1932. Pp. 120. Price 25 fr.

IN a critical review of the vexed question of tabetic gastric crises and their
treatment stress is laid on the inefficacity of conventional medical thera-
peutics; morphia and its congeners are condemned roundly; and surgical
procedures are shown to be valueless in at least 60 per cent. of cases in which
they have been tried. Dr. Horowitz also, points out the uselessness of
antisyphilitic measures for the crisis itself. He claims to have had excellent
results in those of sensorimotor or sensory type from intravenous injection of
neutral sulphate of atropine; the first injection contains --1 mgm., the
second, some hours later, 1--2 mgm. Since 1928 he has made over 200
injections without complication of any kind, and affirms that the method is
never contraindicated except perhaps in the case of carjdiac insufficiency with
bradyeardia.

Normal Youth and its Everyday Problems. By DOUGLAS A. THOM,
M.D. New York and London: D. Appleton and Company. 1932.
Pp. 383. Price 1Os. 6d.

THIS book may be regarded as a sequel to the author's Everyday Problems
of the Everyday Child. Dr. Thom's aim has been to produce a useful
manual which will help those concerned with developing youth, particularly
parents and teachers, to handle the various situations likely to arise during
this difficult period. His long experience with children, together with his
practical acquaintance with general psychiatry, has enabled him to approach
the problems from a wide angle, and to put forward balanced views. The
book is written throughout in simple and untechnical language, but it contains
much practical wisdom, and should be of decided service to the readers to

whom it is addressed.

Arbeiten aus dem Neurologischen Institute an der Wiener Universitat.
Vol. XXXIV. Leipzig and Vienna: Franz Deuticke. 1932. Pp. 307.
Price M. 60.

THE latest volume in this well-known series contains a number of papers
meriting notice. A long article on the changes in the central nervous system
accompanying scarlatina and diphtheria adds to the many which have
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appeared of recent years dealing with the interrelation of fevers and
exanthems and nervous phenomena. It deals in considerable detail with thc
interesting and vexed problem of cell-inclusions and their significance.
Another paper gives a good description of atrophic sclerosis of one
hemisphere. A complicated case of syringomyelia, with taboparesis
(metalues), and with trauma and tumour-formation as additional causative
factors is narrated, and well illustrated. The pathology of a case of paralysis
agitans forms another topic, showing the difficulties of ascribing the clinical
symptoms to the lesions found post-mortem and exemplifying the diffuseness
of the lesions in some specimens of the disease.

Intracranial Suppuration. By E. MILES ATKINSON, F.R.C.S. London:
Jonathan Cape. 1932. Pp. 127. Price 5s.

MR. ATKINSON as an otologist and laryngologist has had a wide experience
of the intracranial complications of local sepsis in ear and paranasal sinuses,
and has written a useful book, small in compass, for the general practitioner.
It forms a reliable guide to practice and treatment in respect of these states,
though its approach is to some extent conditioned by the special material
with which it deals. The author discusses seriatim the complications
involving skull, membranes, and brain; he covers the ground systematically,
handling his subject also on broad lines so as to give the reader as wide a
view as is practicable. The neurologist may cavil at some of the statements,
and criticize Mr. Atkinson's occasional representation as something relatively
new of what is in reality quite the reverse; but taken as a whole the book
efficiently serves its ostensible purpose.

Handbuch der biologischen Arbeitsmethoden. Edited by Geh. Med.-Rat
Prof. Dr. EMIL ABDERHALDEN. Abt. V, Teil 7, Heft 8. Berlin and
Vienna: Urban and Schwarzenberg. 1932. Pp. 995-1173. Price Mk. 10.

THE latest part of Prof. Abderhalden's monumental treatise, or rather
encyclopedia, contains four articles dealing with the special senses. Of
these, two are concerned with comparative physiology-the non-acoustic
functions of the labyrinth in fishes, cyclostomes, amphibians, and reptiles.
Another deals technically with the production of tones of different frequency
and intensity, the last with the methodology of the sense of touch. This
discusses at some length the information to be derived from palpation of
different parts of the body, especially the abdomen. The refinements
illustrated by the author seem in some respects almost unattainable, though
his diagrams must be based on the results of such technique, and they are
admittedly rather impressive.
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