
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

relation to the alimentary tract, so do fear and anxiety seem to have a close
connexion with the circulatory system, whereas the emotions of spite, stub-
bornness or rejection of the environment may frequently, if they are repressed,
find expression in the disturbance of the sphincter-function of the anus.
Psychotherapy has mainly a prophylactic value. It consists in giving the
patient the possibility of relieving psychic tendencies in the normal way by
making conscious those repressed tendencies which, on account of repression,
could not be expressed normally and had to find unusual pathological
expression.

C. S. R.

PSYCHOSES

[24] Children of schizophrenic parents.-EDNA M. LAMPSON. Mental
Hygiene, 1933, 17, 82.

THE significant questions arising from the data obtained from the study of
approximately 200 families are: to what extent is inherited instability
involved in the lives of the offspring, and in what manner has it manifested
itself ? The first fact to be noted is that 30 per cent. of the offspring have
encountered difficulties of both a mental and a social nature. As these
difficulties were diversified, they are designated as 'maladjustments' by the
writer. Thirty-eight, or 50 per cent. of the psychotic parents, have had
maladjusted children. Fifty-four per cent. of all the children in these 38
families were maladjusted. Varying factors involved in the disrupted homes
have to be taken into account, as well as the so-called ' bad ' homes. It was
not clear that these two conditions alone were accountable for the innate or
early acquired forms of maladjustment observed. It would seem that the
instability resulting from the schizophrenic parent ise factor to be considered.

C. S. R.

[25] Mental reactions at the climacterium.-G. R. JAMEISON and JAMES
H. WALL. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1932, 11, 895.

THE authors' conclusion is that involutional melancholia is probably not a
complete clinical entity in itself. The life history of the patient, including
family tendencies, physical constitution, personality and psychic forces all
have an influence. The period of the menopause with its physiological
changes forms the background for the play of these several factors. Any type
of borderline or frank mental disease may appear at this time. Four cases are

briefly dealt with to illustrate some of the features that are considered most
important.

C. S. R.
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ABSTRACTS

[26] A statistical study of hallucinations in the manic-depressive psychoses.-
KARL M. BOWMAN and ALICE F. RAYMOND. Amer. Jour. Psychiat.
1931, 11, 299.

SOME 1,009 cases of manic-depressive psychoses were studied, with 1,408
cases of schizophrenia and 496 cases of general paresis as controls. It was
found that hallucinations were absent in 70 per cent, of the males and 63 per
cent. of the females in the manic-depressive group as compared with 25 per
cent. of the males and 19 per cent. of the females in schizophrenia,. and 73 per
cent. of the males and 58 per cent. of the females in general paralysis. Audi-
tory hallucinations were most common (16 per cent. males and 18 per cent.
females). These were likewise most frequent in schizophrenia (50 per cent.
males and 56 per cent. females). In general paralysis the incidence was nearly
the same as in manic-depressive psychosis. Visual hallucinations were the
next most common, while tactile, olfactory, gustatory, and somatic hallu-
cinations were quite rare, there being less than 1 per cent. In schizophrenia
the somatic types were most common (3 per cent. males and 4 per cent.
females). Sex appears to play a role, as in all three psychoses females have
more cases showing hallucinations. Martial condition and age seemed not to
be related to the type or number, but there was some association between
them and the prepsychotic personality. There was also considerable associa-
tion between delusions and hallucinations, but the duration of an attack or
the occurrence of a previous attack showed no relative factors.

C. S. R.

[27] Encephalographic studies in schizophrenia.-MATTHEw T. MOORE,
DAVID NATHAN, ANNIE R. ELLIOTT, and CHARLES LAUBACH.
Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1933, 12, 801.

ENCEPHALOGRAPHY in a series of 60 selected cases of schizophrenia proved to
be a safe clinical procedure. The cerebrospinal fluid pressures have, in the
majority of cases, been normal or higher, indicating that the factor of a
chronic increased intracranial pressure is present. The quantity of cerebro-
spinal fluid removed in the majority of cases has indicated varying degrees of
cortical atrophy, and of enlargement of the ventricular system and cisternae.
The study of the encephalographic films has indicated a tendency to a selective
atrophy involving the parietal lobes and the island of Reil area. The amount
of mental deterioration is to some extent reflected in the degree of parietal
lobe and island of Reil atrophy. Twenty-five cases showed evidence of
increased size of the ventricles and cisternee. None of the encephalographic
films showed a normal cerebral pattern.

C. S. R.
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[28] Schizophrenia in epileptics (Uber Schizophrenie bei Epileptikern).-
J. WYRSCH. Schweiz. Atch. f. Neurol. u. Psychiat., 1933, 31, 113.

THE coexistence of schizophrenia and epilepsy is rare but occasionally re-
ported. In a series of 6,000 cases from a Continental institution it occurred
eight times. That here reported concerns 10,000 admissions to another insti-
tution from 1873, when 16 examples of the combination, or of something
analogous thereto, were found. Of these, several cases are cited in extenso.
The conclusion is that in some there is independent development of the two
states; in others, the schizophrenia has unusual characters and follows an
exceptional course, being regarded preferably as an ' episode ' of the epilepsy.
By analogy, it then becomes comparable to the hallucinosis of malaria-
treated general paralytics, to the psychoses of metencephalitis, to the schizo-
phrenic syndromes of some organic cerebral processes, etc.

S. A. K. W.

[29] The relation of the types of physique to the types of mental diseases.-
KATHERINE J. CAMPBELL. Jour. Abnorm. Soc. Psychol., 1932, 27,
147.

THIS study was made to verify or complete Kretschmer's generalization that
certain types of physique are related to certain types of mental diseases.
The 'pyknic' type, tending to be manic-depressive, and the 'asthenic' or
'athletic' types, tending to dementia praecox, were distinguished by the
average weights and heights of each. When graphs and tables of distribution
were made of these measures, male and female separately, and the manic-
depressive and dementia praecox curves were laid side by side, the writer
concluded that (1) all curves were fairly normal; (2) in four out of six com-
parisons, the curves of the manics and the proecox were practically the same;
(3) the curve for weight in pounds showed that the male manics were on the
average 10 lb. heavier than the male praecox; (4) the curve in pounds per
inch of height showed that the mode weighed 010 lb. more per inch for the
male manic, than for the male prnecox. Kretschmer's difference was 0 30 lb.
per inch.

C. S. R.

[30] Age incidence of paresis.-MAGNUS C. PETERSEN. Amer. Jour.
Psychiat., 1932, 12, 521.

FROMi the examination of the spinal fluid in 2,088 State MIental Hospital
admissions, evidence of paresis was found in 179, or 8-2 per cent. A diagnosis
of paresis was not made unless it was substantiated by definite serological
tests. The youngest patient was a female of 22 years of age, and the oldest a
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male aged 77. Paresis was found more frequently among male than among
female patients, except in the third decade when the ratio was almost
reversed. The incidence curve of the male is sharper than that of the female
-and reaches its peak a decade later. Paresis of the aged, presumed by most
text-book authors to be rare, was not infrequent in this series. The Wasser-
mann reaction of the blood was negative in 18*5 per cent. of the paretic group
as a whole, and in 80 per cent. of those 65 years of age and over. This un-
doubtedly explains why paresis of the aged often is diagnosed as arterio-
sclerotic or senile psychosis. Spinal fluid examination, which affords the only
means of differentiation, is generally neglected in the absence of blood
serological changes.

C. S. R.

[31] Deletion of function and adaptive compromise.-DoNALD GREGG.
Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1932, 12, 511.

THE author concludes that 75 per cent. of diagnoses in the psychoses imply
the deletion of function from organic causes. Eighty per cent. of sympto-
matic terms involve deletion of function. In studying the interpretation of
the patient's behaviour (often interpreted in too subjective a manner) the
role of deletion of function in producing such conduct is neglected, and we
often forget the causes of such deletion of function wherein primarily lie
hopes for amelioration and prevention.

C. S. R.

[32] Measurement of mental deterioration in dementia praecox.-RUDOLPH
SCHWARZ. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1932, 12, 555.

THE Babcock test is here used. This test is based on the assumptions that the
language ability of a deteriorating patient is the most resistive to the ravages
of the disease, and that the difference between vocabulary and non-vocabulary
tests indicates the degree of deterioration. In this study 110 dementia
praecox patients showed a definite inferiority in their performance of a group
of non-vocabulary tests compared with their ability shown in the vocabulary
test. This inferiority may be expressed in percentages and was found to be
53*4 per cent. in the performance of the 'memory of paragraph' test. It was
noticed that with the longer duration of the disease and the deepening of the
deteriorating process the size of the inefficiency index grew. This test, when
found to be scientifically sound, may be profitably used as an auxiliary
criterion to differentiate amentia from dementia, and benign mental processes
from malign mental afflictions.

C. S. R.
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