
been indicated by physiological constancy. More studies of this nature may
tell us much about the question of functional interdependence.

C. S. R.
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

[28] Hypothyroidism and cretinism in childhood.-I. P. BRONSTEIN and
ANDREW W. BROWN. Amer. Jour. Orthopsychiat., 1934, 4, 412.

TWENTY hypothyroid children of various types who were being actively
treated with thyroid extract were given repeated psychological tests over a
period from one to five years to determine by quantitative measurements
both the amount and nature of their mental growth. There was evidence
that early recognition and persistent treatment thereafter was the important
factor in ultimate mental development. All cretins if treated are not pre-
destined to a fixed low mental age. Some of them may reach at least a mental
age of 12 years. Most of these children have intelligence ratings between
50 and 70 and if treated will probably have at maturity a mental age between
seven and nine years. Some cretins continue to show growth up to 14 years
of age. Whether the increment of intellectual growth is constant throughout
the entire growth period can be determined only by following these cases over
a longer period of time. Children who have normal birth and developmental
histories but who develop thyroid deficiency later in life following a specific
or a series of non-specific infections (juvenile hypothyroidism) progress
successfully mentally if properly treated.

C. S. R.

[29] Endocrine studies in mental cases.-MYER M. HARRIS, WILLIAM A.
HORWITZ, and SIEGFRIED E. KATZ. Psychiatric Quarterly, 1934, 8,
655.

A GROUP of mental patients was investigated regarding the effect of the
administration of antuitrin-S and also of emmenin. The latter had no notable
clinical effect. The giving of the former was followed by immediate improve-
ment in only a few of the cases and it was therefore impossible to decide
whether this was merely a concomitant occurrence. Its prolonged administra-
tion did not interfere with the regularity of the menstrual cycle in those who
had normal cycles when the medication was started. In some cases of
secondary amenorrhcea the menses returned and usually the mental state
improved as well. In one case of spontaneous menopause with amenorrhcea
of several years' standing there was a return of a menstrual period during
antuitrin-S administration. In only one of the males with undescended testes
did it appear to bring about an enlargement of the gonads with a tendency to
descend towards the scrotum. None of those who had hypogenital develop-
ment showed any change in their mental state and at no time did antuitrin-S
produce any consistent acute effect on the metabolic rate.

C. S. R.
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