
ABSTRACTS

general paralysis (if we exclude a case reported by Willis in 1670 of paralysis
in a mental patient) were not reported till the end of the eighteenth century.
In the nineteenth century general paralysis became rife and assumed a stereo-
typed form, but since 1890 it has in most European countries changed its
character and become less frequent. Of this diminished incidence not only
in respect to the population as a whole, but also in respect to those infected
with syphilis the Austrian statistics afford very striking evidence. The statis-
tics from England, France and Germany also point in the same direction.
General paralysis is now rare in South Italy and Spain and appears to be
steadily decreasing there. In Sweden, however, it is increasing. It is probable
that Sweden was scarcely infected with syphilis until the time of Gustavus
Adolphus, and is therefore a century or more behind western Europe.

In America the facts appear at first rather contradictory. As a whole,
general paralysis appears to be increasing throughout most of the United
States, but this increase is most noticeable in the negro population. Although
about twenty years ago paresis was a great rarity among North American
negroes, it is now more prevalent among them than among the white popula-
tion. On the other hand, negroes coming from Africa to Brazil are not suscep-
tible to paresis, whereas those whose families have lived there for several
penerations acquire the disease. Among North American Indians general
paralysis is exceedingly rare and appears to be disappearing completely, but
it is common among AMexican, Central American and South American Indians.
In Africa, except in the countries along the AMediterranean coast. the disease
is4 practically unknown, although syphilis is rife. In Japan general paralysis
was rare at the beginning of the century, but is now as common as in Europe.
Amonig the Chinese, how%ver, it is still uncommon.

It appears from these statistics that a hypothesis of racial predisposition
is insuifficient to account for the facts, as negroes in one country are immune
while in aniother they are extremely pronle to acquire paresis. The theory of
Kraepelin that the spread of lues gradually generates in a race those conditions
which nake possible the establishment of paresis, appears to agree with the
facts, if we assume that the North American Indians were infected long before
those of Central and South America On this hypothesis it seems probable
that general paralysis will continue to decrease in Western Europe, while it
will increase among the coloured populations of the world.

.1. G. GREENFIELD.

PSYCHOPATHOLOGY.

45, Tests of moral sense in adolescents (Moralpriifungen bei Jugendlichen).-
RUDOLF ROSNER. Allg. Zeits. f. Psychiat.. 1927i, lxxxvi, 91.

THE development of interest in the welfare of the young has led to a need
for some routine tests of a simple kind which will throw light on their mental
life to guide the choice of their (lisposal and training. Suggestions made by
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

many authors have the defect that they depend on question and answer,
making the examination lack objectivity. Jakobsohn has suggested a method
in which the examinee is given seven printed slips, containing descriptions of
delinquencies and crimes which are graded according to the object of the
injury done, its motive, and the mental attitude of the doer. The examinee
is given these, asked to read them carefully, arrange them in order of severity,
as he regards them, and to give his reasons for his opinion about how serious
each is. Thus the personal feeling of the examiner is ruled out and the test
made more objective.

The author has used this method for 122 cases in an institution for feeble-
minded and psychopathic young people including delinquents, as well as trying
it in normal school-children as controls. The exact tests are given in full.
The crimes range from petty theft and disobedience, to robbery with murder,
the doers being children and adolescents.

He finds that he cannot agree with Jakobsohn in laying down, on a basis
of the tests, a definite standard of normal and abnormal grades; but the
tests are of value in giving psychologically interesting results. He classifies
these into four groups: (1) those who estimate a crime only by the external
circumstances ; (2) those who consider also the motive of the action; (3) those
who put themselves in the position of the doer and attend chiefly to his mental
outlook, and (4) those who take into account even the most trifling and ap-
parently insignificant elements bearing on the misdeeds.

He finds that the moral orientation was chiefly dependent on the previous
history and upbringing of the youth. He further emphasises that we must
distinguish between intellectual judgment of moral values and moral conduct
in practice, and that, again differing from Jakobsohn, intellectual and moral
developments to some extent do run parallel; though a feebleminded person
may act correctly automatically, as the result of moral training, he is far from
appreciating intellectually the morality of the conduct of others, whereas a
person of normal intellect may have learnt to judge in the abstract perfectly
and arrange the tests intelligently, yet not regulate his own conduct in accord-
ance with his judgment.

Selected cases are given in some detail to illustrate its use. He concludes
that it is of value only in young people of normal intelligence or high grades of
feeblemindedness, and over 14 years, while in those over 16 there is apt to be a
discrepancy between acquired theoretical moral values and actual conduct.
It is of value as an extension of intelligence testing, especially in estimating
the capacity for judgment in adults in whom an ordinary intelligence test
gives unsatisfactory data about their mental capacity; but it gives only an
inadequate reflection of the sense of moral values and probable conduct, and
cannot replace prolonged observation in an institution as an aid to deciding
the requirements of the young individual.

M. R. B.
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[46 ] Observations and remarks on the physical constitution of female
psychiatric patients. F. I. WERTHIEIMER aInd FLORENCE E. HESKETH.
Amer. Jour. Pssychiat., 1927, vi, 499.

IN a series of 31 female psychiatric patients the anthropometric values express-
ing the trunk-volume-limb-length proportion corresponded with the visual
impression of body types, the pyknie type showing low values, the asthenic
type high values. The averages and range of variations of the anthropometric
value of this index are markedly higher in women than in men (31 eases as
compared with 65 eases). No influence of the age factor on the index is indi-
cated. No dysplastic signs occur in the clear manic-depressive cases. There
are lipodystrophic forms of habitus with two characteristic types of fat dis-
tribution: (1) with obesity above the waistline and thinness below; (2) with
obesity below the waistline and thinness above. These characteristic forms,
in which the contrast in regional fat distribuition is striking, are not infrequent
and seem to be allied to the clinical syndrome known as lipodystrophia pro-
gressiva. It is doubtful whether these conditions should be classed as dysplastic
in the sense of Kretschmer. Altogether, the recognition of body types in women
is more complicated than in men. and a perfection of technique and more clarity
in type diagnosis will be necessary before exact biometric methods can be applied
to the problem of correlation with nosological types.

C. S. R.

[47] Mental deficiency and the psychiatrist. HOWARD W. POTTER. Amer.
Jour. Psychiat., 1927, vi, 691.

MENTAL deficiency is a social conditioni, not a pathological entity per se.
As a social condition its chief characteristic is a state of limited potentialitv
or arrest of the developmen-t of intelligence, as a result of which the individual
does not possess a progressive a(laptability to a degree sufficient for social and
economic adequacy. The keynote of this definition is " Progressive adapt-
ability." Inadequate progressive adaptability must be attributable to a defect
in the development of intelligence and occurring therefore in the developmental
period of life. Temporary lapses of intelligence secondary to somatic, psychic,
or environmental factors should be designated rather as mental retardation.
The whole matter of prognosis and treatment hinges thereon. Diagnosis must
follow an anamnesis, a careful physical examination, and psychometric tests.
Intelligence tests are useful aind valuable adjuncts to psychiatric diagnosis,
but are to be used with discretion. The I.Q. should never be used without the
clinical examination.

The author formulates the following groups: A very small group comprises
cases of true chromosome (lefects ; a fairly large group is the familial, from
heredity ; a third embraces instances of congenital endocrine dysfunctions
in the offspring of mentallv normal parents; a fourth comprises those accidents
involving the central nervous system of the patient following mechanical
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

trauma, infection or toxaemia and occurring during the developmental period;
a possible fifth is the psychogenic group. With regard to the last a suggestion
is offered that in certain instances there may be such an overwhelming nar-
cissism in the iiifant as to prevent the outflow and onflow of that portion of
the libido which perhaps furnishes at least a part of the ' urge ' needed for the
development of intelligence and as a result the intelligence becomes fixed at
an incomplete level of development.

C. S. R.

[48] A study of lues among mental defectives. FRANK R. HALL. Amer.
Jour. of Syph., 1926, x, 563.

THIS is a statistical study of the relationship of syphilis to mental deficiency.
All the boys at the Rome State School during the years 1915 to 1925 w-ere
tested by the Wassermann reaction, and 43 or 1.15 per cent. gave a positive
reaction. This agrees fairly closely with the figures of London cases given by
Tredgold (2.5 per cent.) and by Fletcher Beach (1.17 per cent.). In the Wasser-
mann positive cases of the present series interstitial keratitis was common.

J. G. GREENFIELD.

[49 ] The hamoclastic crisis in mental defectives. W. REES THOMAS and(I W. J.
LASCELLES. Jour. of JIent. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 246.

THE almost constant numerical andl differential blood changes and the unli-
formitv of results in the same patient show that the hxemoclastic crisis is a real
blood change and is not accidental. In the present state of our knowledge
it may be said that the test can be used in confirmation of the clinical diagnosis,
but is not sufficiently constant to justify its adoption as a separate diagnostic
test. The leucocytic count during two hours of physiological rest is not
constant. but tends to show a gradual rise, which has, however, no influience
on the character of the reaction. It is evident that reference to liver function
does not afford an explanation of the blood phenomena. The reaction is a
general one and is not confined to the capillaries. The effect of the administra-
tion of adrenalin and thyroid was to cause a reversal of the action with milk
in cases which previously gave a marked leucopenia. No such reversal occurred
with these drugs in cases which had given a leucocytosis after milk. Atropine
caused a leucocytosis 10 minutes after injection in 10 patients who previously
gave an abnormal reaction to milk. This leucocytosis quickly fell to normal,
and the remainder of the curve over two hours followed fairly closely the normal
hunger curve.

C. S. R.

[50 ] Some observations on the study of the blood-pressure in the insane.-
G. G. PARKIN. Jo2tr. of Ment. ,S., 1927, lxxiii, 240.

AN investigation was made to see what results would be obtained from an
examination of the blood-pressure of the insane if the observations were classified
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in a more detailed manner than those of other writers on the subject. There
was no attempt at selection. The total number of observations made was
1,338, of which 679 were on 115 male patients, 485 were on 114 female patients,
81 were on 27 male nurses, and 93 were on 31 female nurses, the last two groups
being taken for purposes of comparison. Classified according to forms of
niental disease the numbers of patients examined wrere: Manic-depressive
insanitv 28, melancholia 33, senile melancholia 7, confusional insanity 16,
delusional insanity 21, imbecilitv 11, imbecility with epilepsy 11, dementia
proecox 36, terminal or secondary dementia 6, senile dementia 10, general
paralysis of the insane 33, insanity with epilep,y 17. Taken as a whole the
observations indicated that in all forms of mental disease, recent emotional
reaction was the main cause of increases of the systolic blood pressure ; the
soonier the observation was made after the commencement of the excitement
or agitation the more marked the rise, which, however, was transient; if the
excitement or agitation were )roloi),ed there would be a fall in the S. P. Tables
given illustrate the procedure followed in each form of mental disease and give
particulars of the observations in manic-depressive insanity and in melancholia,
showing the variations of S.P. and D.P. in the different mental states; also
the further variations when recent excitement and agitation were neglected
and cardiovascular and renal cases were eliminated. A comparison of the
results obtained in dementia proecox with those of Gibson and Dawson showed
approxinmate agreement in respect of the S.P. There was, however, a consider-
able d(ivergence in the diastolic pressures found by Dawson, which ere stated
to have been between 55 and 65 mm. in all cases, a'hereas in these figures the
average D.P. was much higher. In katatonia, 2 males and 1 female showed
a rise in the S.P., sometimes slight, but always definite when the katatonic
rigidlv becamiie more pronouniced. In general. paralysis readings taken shortly
after convulsions showed the S.P. to be raised. In 1 male the S.P. in a quiet
state was 146, and after a restless period of 6 days; 132. Twenty miniutes after
a convulsion the S.P. was 170, in 1 hour 40 minutes after the convulsion it
had fallen to 1.50, and in 2 hours 50 niinutes to 130, the D.P. reading in the
meantime falling between the first and last observation after the convulsion
from 110 to 78. In general paralysis 60 observations were made on patients
undergoing malarial treatment. When there was a rise in temperature there
was a fall in both the S.P. and D.P. In the nurses the tendency for emotional
reaction at the time of observation to cause a rise in S.P. was showii in some
instances.

C. S. R.

[51 ] An investigation into the fragility and solubility of the red blood-cells
in mental disease. MARGARET SCORESBY-JACKSON. Jotr. of M71ent.
Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 257.

FIFTY-FIVE per cent. of cases gave results which are outside normal limits.
Cases in which the haemolytic point was markedly raised or lowered presented
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PSYCHOPATHOLOGY

no sign of any definite physical lesion. There was no marked difference in
the ratio of fragility between eases having drugs and those having none. As
to the solubility of the red blood-cells in sodium taurocholate, out of 64 cases
tested, 40 were approximately normal, while 24 showed increased solubilitv.
In view of the findings of other observers as to the association between the
characteristics of the red blood-cell and general metabolic disturbance, the high
percentage of abnormnal results indicates strongly the general association of
mental disease with fundamental phvsiological change, throughout the
organism.

C. S. R.

[52 ] A biochemical study of the blood and urine in mental disorders.-
B. REID. Jour. of Ment. Sci., 1927, lxxiii, 254.

No abnormality in the resuilts of the Van den Berglh test, the fasting blood-sugar,
the lipase test or the indican test of the urine was found such as might suggest
an autointoxication from metabolic disorder. In the depressed patients an
increase of the non-protein nitrogen content of the blood was found, which
might support the theory of Loney that there exists a relationship between
certain toxic amines and melancholia.

C. S. R.
TREATMENT.

[53] Glucose infusions in schizophrenics who refuse nourishment (Trau-
benzuckerinfusioneni bei Nahrungsaufnahme verweigernden Schizo-
phrenen).-F. OSTER. Allg. Zeits. f. Psychiat., 1926, lxxxv, 383.

THE giving of intravenous glucose was tried in schizophrenics who, when
refusing food, became weak and suffered from circulatory collapse. In sonie
tube-feeding had failed, in others it had not improved the physical condition.
Glucose was given once or twice daily, three days being the longest consecutive
course given, a sterile solution of 7.5 per cent. being given if the heart was fairly
good, 10 per cent. in severe collapse, while in the latter cases 75 to 100 c.c.
were given, while stronger patients received up to 300 c.c. at once. Cases
with uncompensated heart lesions were not thus treated. In no case did any
ill effects result either at once or subsequently.

Seven cases are described, all being cases of catatonic stupor or excitement.
One acutely stuporose patient, given three injections, improved rapidly mentally
and physically and was discharged within a month, while another of longer
standing improved gradually after five injections given in two groups, and
recovered in three months. This restless and confused patient showed a tran-
sient mental clearness for a few minutes after each injection. In the remaining
cases improvement in pulse and circulation was a lasting result, negativism de-
creased and ordinary feeding was resumed though the mental condition showed
little change.

The author concludes that the method is well worth using as a means of
improving the circulatory condition and general nutrition in such cases, but
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