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NEURO-ANATOMY AND NEUROPHYSIOLOGY.

[56] The island of Reil (Quelques contributions a l'etudc de l'insula de
Reil).-G. MARINESCO and M. GOLDSTEIN. Bull. Soc. Rourn. de neurol.,
1927, iv, 1.

AccORDING to Campbell, two, and to Brodinain four, different cytoarchitectonic
fields can be distinguished in the island of Reil. The authors theiiiselves
consider an anterior part, agranular, can be distinctly separated from a posterior,
granular, part, and in this connexion they quote the recent researches of
Economo and Koskinas, who agree that posteriorly the fourth or granular
layer is strikingly developed. As a result of mninute investigations of speciniens
from fcetus, child, and adult, Marinesco and Goldstein think that the island
cannot be the seat of any one specific function, in view of its histological diver-
sities. They suggest that the antero-superior insula, whose anatomlical charac-
ters resemble those of the frontal lobe (Broca's area) may play a part in speech
associations ; the posterior insula, of parietal and temporal type, may be con-
nected with sensory function ; the inferior insula is associated with olfactory
function. S. A. K. W.

NEUROPATHOLOGY.

[57] Nature and pathogenesis of plaques of senile degeneration (Sulla nattura e
genesi delle placche senili).-D. BOLSI. Riv. di pat. nerv. e ment.,
1927, xxxii, 237.

THE literature, methods of investigation and inci(dence of the plaques are
discussed. In view of their structure and distribution it would seem that the
plaques originate from neurones, glial and microglial cells, and fromii the ac-
cumulation of extraneous substances and products of degeneration. It is
likely that the first stage in their formation consists in a cheniical alteration in
the fundamental substance which constitutes the medium in which the mnorpho-
logical elements of the nervous tissue live. This may be altered both in normal
and pathological old age by processes of toxicity and involutional metabolism.
This chemical alteration takes place in the grey matter of the cerebral cortex
and especially in the hippocampus. It would seem that special areas and strata
of nervous tissue are susceptible and this may be d(me to some special chemical
constitution. This naturally excludes any coinection between the formation
of plaques and alterations in the eirculation. Occasionally plaques occur in
the white matter.
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