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emotion. This process he designates as a kind of abreaction, and the appear-
ance in consciousness of the images is assumed to be a matter of free association.
There is, therefore, nothing at all new in the method except its restriction to
the half-waking state. He describes its application in a number of conditions,
in a very general way.

R. D. G.

Die Grundlagen der Psychoanalyse. By Dr. HEINZ HARTMANN. Leipzig:
Georg Thieme. 1927. Pp. 192. Price M. 9.60.

THE author is concerned to display psychoanalysis as a science and its methods
as scientific methods. He points out that its concepts and bearing are bio-
logical. and he relates certain psychoanalytic findings to results obtained in the
laboratories of experimental psychology. There are chapters, among others,
on free association. on the unconscious, on psvchical dynamics, on symbolism,
instinct, the libido-theory, and on the relation of psychoanalysis to psychiatry.
They contain convenient summary expositions of the basic Freudian assum4-
tions, with a defence of the latter where a defence seemed necessary. The
chapter on the relations of psychoanalysis and psychiatry emphasises the
importance of psychoanalytic contributions to the study of the content in the
psychoses, and claims priority for psychoanalysis in the systematic investigation
of the personalitv. The psychoanalytic interpretation of the real significance
of precipitating factors is also elaborated. There is a commendable caution
in the author's attitude towards the would-be psychoanalytic explanation of
essential epilepsy. The book is a useful summary and defence of psycho-
analytic theory, on a broad basis.

R. D. G.

Stammering. A Psychoanalytic Interpretation. By ISADOR H. CORIAT,
M.D. (Nervous and Mental Disease Monograph Series, No. 47.) Nervous
and Mental Disease Publishing Co., New York and Washington. 1928.
Pp. 68.

THIS monograph is an amplification of contributions on the subject previously
published by the author in various journals. Different theories of stam-
mering-cerebral congestion, transient auditory amnesia, spastic neurosis of
speech, localized motor obsessional neurosis, hereditary tic-are briefly con-
sidered and found to be unsatisfactory from many points of view. In the
followving chapters the writer's views are elaborated at some length to show that
stammering is a psychoneurosis and that its rational treatment and prevention
must be on psychoanalytical lines. Stammering is regarded as a regression to
the earliest level of childhood, at which stage in this respect there is an arrest
of development. The individual has remained fixed at the oral stage of libido,
finds morbid gratification in his symptom by means of which he tenaciously
retains his earliest source of pleasure, that of nursing. There is also a conflict
produced by ego resistance against betrayal through speech of certain thoughts,
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